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“A Book That 
Will Haunt 
the Soul” 


That was what Charles Clayton 
Morrison told the Chicago Minis- 
ter’s meeting concerning the book 
that has recently come from Eng- 
land: 


“The Qutlook for 
Religion” 


By Dr. W. E. Orchard 


The London preacher 


Mr. Morrison says: 


“This is the kind of book that no 
man can read and straightway for- 
get. The volume may be laid on 
the shelf, but the author’s thesis 
will haunt the soul until the soul 
comes to some terms with the 
issues that are raised. No such 
analysis of religious conditions pro- 
duced by the war has yet appeared. 
In my judgment it is the great re- 
ligious book of the war period up 
to date. It must either be accepted 
or refuted. I wish every Christian 
Century subscriber would read it, 
and then I could wish we might 
have a convention and discuss it in 
an atmosphere of prayer.” 


Price $1.50 plus 10 cents postage. 
On sale in this country by 


The Christian Century Press 
700 E. 40th St. 


CHICAGO 











The FOSDICK 
BOOKS 


By HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 


These are three of them: 


The Meaning of Prayer 


60 cents (add 6 cents postage ) 


A marvelous illumination of the prayer-life. 
Nothing so good has appeared in a generation. 
Not only every Christian leader, but every 
Christian should have this book. 


The Manhood of the Master 


60 cents (add 6 cents postage) 


An interpretation of Jesus that makes Him seem 
fully and richly human without discounting His 
divinity in the slightest degree. Dr. Fosdick 
makes our Lord appear before us as one of us. 
This book is being studied by the ten thousands 
in the Y. M. C. A. classes in Europe’s and 
America’s camps and cantonments. 


The Challenge of the Crisis 


50 cents (add 6 cents postage) 


A clarion call to those whose spiritual and 
moral vision is confused by their inner unpre- 
paredness for war. This book takes a point of 
view opposite to that of D1. Orchard in “The 
Outlook for Religion.” They should both be 
read in these days by every soul in earnest with 
spiritual realities. 


These Fosdick books are so urgent in their 
appeal, so illuminating, and so widely read that 
every reader of THe CuristiIAN CENTURY 
should possess them at once. 


The Christian Century Press 


700 E. 40th Street 
CHICAGO 
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READY NOW, IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAY TRADE 





















Two Christmas Books 


Just from our press 


OUR BIBLE 


By Herbert L. Willett 








A popular setting forth of the elementary things the average 

rson wants to know about the Bible—how we got the 

ible, who wrote it, how is it different from other Bibles, 
how to use the Bible, how to misuse it, what is the value 
of the book today and a hundred other questions —these 
are treated of by Professor Willett in entirely untechnical 
language, but with the authority of mtr 3 scholarship. 
Invaluable for every Bible student, layman or minister, 
pupil or teacher. 


Price, $1.35 net. ORDER NOW ! 


THE TENDER PILGRIMS 


By Edgar DeWitt Jones 








The ascending fame of Dr. a? in the field of religious 
literature sets a new mark for itself in this exquisite little 
volume on childhood. Following “The Inner Circle,”” and 
“Fairhope,” we predict that “The Tender Pilgrims” will be 
his most widely read book. It is a little dream in the book 
making art an has been designed with the Christmas sea- 
son in view. To parents, pastors, teachers and everyone 
who loves little children this book will bring light and 
inspiration. 


Price, 85 Cents. ORDER NOW ! 


The Christian Century Press 


700 EAST 40th STREET 
Chicago, Ill. 
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LAUNCHING THE “OREGON” 


The “Oregon” is a missionary ship built by the gifts of Disciples of Christ in 1909. It 
was christened at the Centennial convention at Pittsburgh in that year. It now plies the 
waters of the mighty Congo, carrying missionaries and goods into the interior, and rendering 
service to the nitives of that country in a multitude of ways. This ship is but one of many 
agencies used by Christian missions to humanize the dark continent. 











umanizing Congo 


The cruelty of unredeemed Congo is past imagination. 


Blood vengeance between families and tribes is as relentless 
as it was in the worst days of the Kentucky mountains, with the 
added horror that the victory of either side is celebrated by feast- 
ing on the bodies of those slain or captured in the conflict. 


The coffin of a dead chief rests in the grave upon the writhing 
bodies of slaves whose bones have been broken with clubs. The 
earth is filled in before they have time to die of their injuries. The 
climax of the ceremonies is a feast in which the flesh of other 
slaves is the principal food. 

But the Bantus are warriors, not murderers. Their cruelty 
is their glory. They are quick to accept the gospel and prompt to 
give up the old life with all of its abominations, sitting in humble 
contrition at the communion table with the slayers of their 
fathers! 


Upon the success of the Men and Millions Movement hangs 
the transformation of a vast region right in the heart of Congo. 


MEN AND MILLIONS MOVEMENT 


222 West Fourth Street 
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Tue Curistian Century is a free interpreter of the essential ideals of Christianity as held historically by the Disciples of Christ. It 
conceives the Disciples’ religious movement as ideally an unsectarian and unecclesiastical fraternity, whose common tie and original 
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impulse are fundamentally the desire to practice Christian unity in the fellowship of all Christians. wy oy bn be a worthy organ 


of the Disciples movement, THe CHristiAN CENTURY has no wish at all to be regarded as an organ of the 


isciples’ denomination. 


Published by Disciples, it is not published for Disciples alone, but for the Christian world. It strives to interpret the wider fellowship 
in religious faith and service. It desires definitely to occupy a catholic point of view and it seeks readers in all communions. 





The War and Christian Duty 


HE war is a revelation of the Church’s failure to 

do the essential and fundamental thing for which 

the Church—the Christian Church—exists, namely, 
io build an order of society in which the fact of human 
brotherhood and the apparatus for the practice of it 
shall be so well established as to render such a thing as 
war impossible. Than war nothing more antithetical to 
Christianity can be imagined. It is a denial in the bald- 
est possible form of the very life principle of the religion 
of Jesus—the brotherhood of man. Slavery was also 
such a denial, but there were incidental virtues attach- 
ing to that institution which gave it for a time a kind 
of plausibility before the bar of even a Christian con- 
science. The injustices of modern industrialism are also 
a denial of the religion of Jesus by a society that affects 
to follow him. But these injustices wear a certain 
disguise; in our highly complex industrial organization 
they are often separated many removes from the par- 
ticular persons who are chiefly responsible for them. 
There is thus a kind of extenuating apology that can 
be made out for the failure of a dominant Church in a 
professedly Christian society to put a speedy end to 


industrial injustices. 
* *x * 


But there is nothing plausible about war. No apol- 
ogy can be made for it at the bar of a Christian con- 
science. It is anti-Christianity in the rawest, nakedest 
form. A society in which war is possible confesses by 
what vast distances it is separated from the kind of a 
world Jesus Christ meant to establish with his gospel. 

This is something we must keep saying to our- 
selves in these war days, these days when our nation 
is in the process of forming new habits, and in serious 
danger of forming bad and un-Christian habits as well 
as good and Christian ones. The peace movement, 
while halted now, and rightly halted, must not disinte- 
grate. It must at least be allowed to mark time. In the 
background of all our war activity there should be kept 





flaming the ideal of permanent world peace, of peace 
not through compulsion only, but through the preva- 
lence of that kind of brotherly love which our Lord 
himself embodied. It is only the active presence of this 
ideal in the background of our hearts that will keep our 
national character from moral apostasy and perversion. 

We are in the war. 

We must win the war. 

There is no way out but forward. 

All our resources and loyalties must be consecrated 
undividedly to the stupendous task—the plain duty—of 
chaining the mad dog that has gotten loose in the world. 
Let there be no ambiguity or equivocation on that point. 


* * * 


But while we are fighting, and fighting to win, it 
is imperative for our moral protection and the rehabili- 
tation of our spiritual ideals after the war, that we keep 
clearly in mind the precise nature of the business we 
have do to. We will be tempted to glory in war, to 
strut about and boast of our superiority, to gloat over 
our victories and, counting up our resources, to sing 
the jingo song: 


We've got the ships, 
We've got the men, 
We've got the money, too! 

Such an attitude is thoroughly incongruous with 
the moral situation in which the Christian Church finds 
itself today. If Christians are capable of adopting that 
attitude they thereby confess that the war has already 
eaten into the very heart of their Christian faith. The 
only terms upon which the Church may hope to “keep the 
faith” throughout the war are humiliation of spirit, sor- 
row and self-reproach for her failure after so long a 
time to show the nations the more excellent way, and 
an ineradicable purpose to reform her spirit and method 
when the war is over. A Church that sees this war as 
another crucifixion of her Lord, a fresh and infamous 
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putting of Him to an open shame, will not go into battle 
with the light heart of a jingo, but with a grief and 
tragedy of soul more poignant far than the wounds and 
deaths of the battle field 


* * . 

It is with this moral paradox that the Christian of 
today must live. He has learned from his Lord that 
war is wrong, and as unnecessary as it is wicked. Yet 
he feels that there is no course open to him now save to 
fight. To fight is his imperative duty. The Christian 
finds himself entangled in a set of international circum- 
stances from which it seems impossible to open a way 
for liberty and democracy save by cutting such a way 
with the sword. 

Under the circumstances, the nearest we can get to 
a Christian course of action is to fight. 

Under the circumstances, it would have been wrong 
for our nation to have stayed out of the war one day 
longer than we did. Perhaps we should have gone in 
sooner. 

Under the circumstances, therefore, the irrecon- 
cilable pacifist who refuses to aid his country in this 
hour, and who stands apart making scornful comments 
upon our war activities is, it seems to us, not only 
disloyal but irrational 

The unreconciled pacifist is irrational because he takes 
the actual conditions 
into which we have come and within which our course 
of action must be decided upon. It will reward us to 
give a little thoughtful attention to this fallacy of the 
pacifist, for we may thereby find the suggestion of a 
solution of the dilemma under which our Christian con- 
science is suffering 


no account of the circumstances, 


Che irreconcilable pacifist bases his contention 
against taking part in this war on the assumption that 
our nation is Christian, that the Church is Christian— 
Christian in character—and could therefore carry out 
effectively an ideally Christian course of action in the 
present world situation. In this assumption lies the 
logical fallacy of the sullen pacifism that now, as the 
nation goes forth to war, snarls at its heels. Our nation 
not Christian, clear-headedly and whole- 
heartedly Christian, in its inner character. No nation 
has been. There is no Christian nation in Christendom. 

We never can hope for the abolishment of war until 
among the possible war-making entities of the world 
there comes one that chooses a Christian policy and 
backs it up by a Christian character. A thoroughgoing 
Christian policy in international affairs may hope to 
make itself effective only when it is seen as the revela- 
tion of a national character that is Christian. Similarly 
a pacifist policy in international affairs may hope to 
make itself effective only as it is seen as the revelation 
of a pacifist character. For our nation, already half- 
armed and growing fat on the profits of its war orders 
from Europe, to refuse to fight when its honor was 
spat upon and its commerce impeded and a shipload of its 


has been 


citizens ruthlessly sent to the bottom of the sea, would 
be interpreted by the rest of mankind as cowardice and 
materialism and love of ease—as it indeed would be— 
and not as moral principle. The whole effect of a 
pacifist course adopted by a morally passivist nation or 
an economically profiteering nation, would be futile and 
ridiculous. 

Mere pacifism as a policy is impotent and stupid. 
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Non-resistance in the abstract is impotent and stupid. 
A naked Cross is utterly impotent and contemptible. 
But Jesus, the constructive Pacifist and active Non- 
resistor, releases vast spiritual energies in the souls of 
men. And Jesus on His cross spells a world’s redemp- 
tion. It is only a Christ-like character that may dare 
to entrust its life interests and values to the conse- 
quences of a thorough-going Christian course of action. 
The healing and compensating and constructive forces 
of the Christian principle of life flow out of the Chris 
tian character and not out of the Christian policy apart 


from such a character. 
* * * 


Here, we repeat, is where the still recalcitrant 
pacifists make their great blunder. They disregard the 
concrete situation; they take no account of the actual 
circumstances ; they find their norm of right and wrong 
in ideal abstractions, not in the matter-of-fact world. 
tut right and wrong have a pragmatic side as well as 
an absolutist side. What it right in a given situation 
depends partly on the situation. To demand that our 
nation, still pagan, like all “Christian” nations, in many 
of the structural elements of its character, should act 
upon the pacifist principle of non-resistance in its atti- 
tude toward Germany’s aggressions, would be to invite 
the fate of Simon Peter who essayed to- walk on the 
water and, after a few steps, began to sink. Simon 
was not yet ready in his spiritual education to justify 
the commitment of himself to the care of supernatural 
forces, and his venture ended disastrously. 

It is even so with pacifism. Pacifism appeals to 
supernatural forces to bring about justice, instead of 
undertaking to force justice by the sword. And it con- 
ceives that these supernatural forces are released by 
positive sacrificial non-resistance, a principle which 
finds its highest embodiment in Christ on his Cross. 
We agree with the pacifist in his statement of the prin- 
ciple. We hold it to be the very core and heart of 
evangelical Christianity, the principle and insight which 
give distinction to our religion among all the religions 
of mankind. But a nation must have formed a Chris- 
tian character by acting upon this principle in times of 
peace before it may hope for redemptive results to flow 
from action based upon it in a great international crisis 
involving its own existence and the welfare of the world. 


< * * 


The unpreparedness of our nation for military 
action was more than matched by her unpreparedness 
for a thoroughly Christian action. It is possible for us 
yet to overcome our military unpreparedness and be- 
come a decisive factor in the war before it ends. But 
it is too late in the day to think of overcoming our moral 
unpreparedness and to reconstruct our national char- 
acter—our outlook, our interests, our habits, our mo- 
tives, our sense of mission, our inner political and indus- 
trial inequities, our selfish privileges—so as to give us 
a character which, if we were nailed to a Cross, would 
act redemptively upon mankind. Pacifism must be con- 
sciously adopted, on principle, and woven into the na- 
tion’s habits before there is any war in sight, in order 
to give it redemptive power in the day of crisis. 

Until some nation grandly undertakes to do that and 
thus lifts international differences and clashes of inter- 
est to the high level of Christian unselfishness, there is 
no alternative save to meet the aggressor and wrong- 
doer with the unambiguous resistance of the sword. 
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A WISE CHRISTMAS 


E SHALL soon be having our first war Christ- 
mas. In spite of war conditions, the stores are 
decked out with their usual display and a thou- 
sand useless articles are laid out on the counters, as in 
previous years. Evidently the merchants expect us to 
spend our money with the same unwisdom as in recent 
years. America’s great debauch of waste is not yet over. 

This is a time to make those changes in this social 
institution which many of us even before the war said 
should be made. The Society for the Prevention of 
Useless Giving has an unusual opportunity to give its 
message to the American people this year. 

The President of the United States has just issued 
his new message. There is in it no note of faltering. 
It is evident that the war is to go on to victory. Op- 
timistic persons talk of peace in a year. Some would 
have us believe that the war will continue for ten years. 
At the end of the struggle, the world will be in famine 
and nations will be tottering on the edge of bankruptcy. 

Not only the useless consumption of meat, sugar 
and fats, but also the useless spending of economic re- 
sources of any sort at this time is a crime against hu- 
manity. It is better for us to economize by observing 
a wise Christmas rather than to economize later by 
denying ourselves the great necessities of life. 

We are hearing of many Sunday schools that are 
eliminating the distribution of Christmas candy, in 
order to conserve the sugar. If any one is to have this 
candy, it should be the soldiers, who have all too little 
sugar in their rations. 

The notion that a happy Christmas depends upon 
“folderols” is preposterous. Chicago will not have her 
Municipal Christmas tree this year, but she will have 
a big community meeting to sing the Christmas carols. 
The carols cost nothing and are, after all, the big fea- 
ture of such a municipal celebration. In the same 
spirit, the churches and Christian homes should return 
to a more spiritual keeping of Christmas as the birth- 
day of our Lord. 


DR. JENKINS’ SUGGESTION 


ARTICULARLY pertinent is the suggestion of Dr. 

Jenkins for a fraternizing of the forward looking 

sritish Christians and the large and increasing body 
of forward facing Disciples of Christ in this country. 
There are several obvious reasons why the two groups 
should be united by the mutual consciousness of a com- 
mon purpose. The Christian Commonwealth, to which Dr. 
Jenkins refers as the organ of progressive ideals, was estab- 
lished by the Disciples. Nearly forty years ago Dr. W. 
T. Moore founded that paper, with the financial support 
of Mr. Timothy Coop, whose benefactions touched help- 
fully the many enterprises of the Disciples of Christ in 
England and the United States. Dr. Moore gave the 
paper an undenominational character, such as everything 
truly “Disciple” should possess. Through years of 
changing ownership it has been kept essentially true to 
its original type. 

As the interpreter of the City Temple and its pres- 
ent minister, Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, the “Common- 
wealth” will find itself in increasingly close fellowship 
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with The Christian Century. The “Century” takes a 
certain pride in having discovered the Cedar Rapids 
preacher and in introducing him to the evangelical 
Christian world where he really belonged, in spite of the 
fact that he was pastor of a church whose theological 
liberalism got its color from the days when the Univer- 
salist contention was a live issue. Moreover, Dr. Fort 
Newton was himself for one year the pastor of a Dis- 
ciples church in Texas, and he numbers among his ideal 
preachers two men known to our entire communion— 
Dr. R. C. Cave of St. Louis and Dr. E. L. Powell of 
Louisville. 

In addition, Dr. Fort Newton is probably better 
known to our readers than to any other church con- 
stituency of the United States, on account of the fre- 
quent appearance of his sermons in our pages. At 
the same time he has been for many years a subscriber 
to The Christian Century and likes it well enough to 
say that it is the best religious journal with which he is 
acquainted. 

But beyond all these adventitious considerations 
there is the deeper and really weighty one that the 
British progressive evangelicals of the type of Dr. Fort 
Newton are “our kind of people,” of the same spirit, the 
same sort of convictions. There should be knit for them 
and us a bond of affection and co-operation through 
such mutual acquaintance and interpretation as Dr. 
Jenkins’ timely article suggests. 


THE PREMILLENIAL MANIFESTO 


ES, they are at it again! It is no surprise. Any- 

body could foresee that the events happening in 

Palestine in these days would be seized by the 
Second Coming propaganda as tokens of the imminent 
return of the Lord. And it was simply inevitable that 
somebody would arise and announce the very time when 
Christ may be expected to appear. This announcement 
has just been made. 

The men who have arisen to make it are a group 
of British ministers, headed by Rev. F. B. Meyer and 
Rev. G. Campbell Morgan. They declare that the pres- 
ent hour is significant in that it marks “the close of the 
times of the Gentiles,” the immediate return of Christ, 
the translation of the church, the restoration and con- 
version of Israel and—but we might better use the exact 
language of their manifesto which calls upon all who 
agree with their seven propositions to write to Dr. 
Meyer with a view to a united meeting for considering 
the advisability of further advocacy at this time. The 
propositions are as follows: 

1. That the present crisis points towards the close of 
the times of the Gentiles. 

2. That the Revelation of our Lord may be expected 
at any moment, when He will be manifested as evidently as 
to His disciples on the evening of His Resurrection. 

3. That the completed Church will be translated to be 
“forever with the Lord.” 

4. That Israel will be restored to its own land in unbe- 
lief, and be afterwards converted by the appearance of Christ 
on its behalf. 

_2. That all human schemes of reconstruction must be 
subsidiary to the second coming of our Lord, because all na- 
tions will then be subject to His rule. 

6. That under the reign of Christ there will be a further 
great effusion of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh. 

7. That the truths embodied in this statement are of the 
utmost practical value in determining Christian character and 
action with reference to the pressing problems of the hour. 


The manifesto closes with the statement that the 
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propositions do not profess to decide details of inter- 
pretation. 

One of the by-products of the war is the sub- 
stantial increment given to the premillenial superstition. 
The world-mood is such that theories of this sort find 


easy lodgment in men’s minds. The events in the midst 
of which we are living are so vast, so catastrophic, that 
men's thoughts are distraught. We cannot think things 
through, and we take up credulously with schemes of 
an external supernaturalism. 

The effect of all this is harmful to a truly spiritual 
religion. It eclipses reality and leads to a mood of de- 
tached irresponsibility. The form in which the Second 
Coming doctrine is set forth by the above propositions 
implies essential unfaith, albeit it is professed by men 
of unquestionable piety. But the wide vogue which pre- 
millenialism has attained in the Church today makes it 
incumbent upon those who hold otherwise to state and 
demonstrate the fallacies upon which it rests and to 
show convincingly the better way of reading the Scrip- 
ture. The Christian Century is planning a series of 
articles dealing with the whole subject of the Second 
Coming of our Lord to be contributed by Professor 
Willett. Definite announcement will be made next week. 


“OVER THE TOP” FOR PROHIBITION 
l has been promised that the House of Representatives 
will vote this month on the question of a constitutional 
amendment giving us national prohibition. The recent 
victories in New Mexico and other states where the issue 
has been submitted has greatly strengthened the cause of 
prohibition. The time seems ripe. In addition to the 
reasons for such a step that have been accumulating for 
It is 


many years, there is the added reason of the war 


foolish to ask us to economize in wheat and sugar for 
we let the beer guzzlers of the nations 


The 


our children while 
waste both of these food products in the saloons. 
aloon waste of grain would feed our army abroad. 

Chere is also a fuel argument with regard to pro- 
Smaller industries are being closed up for lack 
jut the brewers have continued to get coal. A 
It is easy to figure up 


hibition 
of fuel 
pint of beer costs a pound of coal 
an enormous fuel saving throughout the nation if prohibi- 
tion should come at once 

National prohibition would save the expense of all 
the lesser campaigns that must otherwise be waged. Na- 
tional prohibition would take away their jobs from the 
Chicago Dry Federation and similar organizations all over 
the country. The easy way is the big drive 

Effective civic action demands that you telegraph your 
congressman or write him a letter at once. The only 
reason many of the congressmen are on the fence is because 
they are doubtful as to the wishes of their constituency. 
If you allow the congressman to count you as a “wet,” 
you will have betrayed the cause which you are supposed 
to favor 

The influence of national prohibition in the United 
States will be felt abroad. England ought to stop the waste 
of foodstuffs by the brewer before she asks us to econo- 


mize to help her. If we stop, we shall have better footing 


to hint gently that similar economy on her part will greatly 
further the food conservation movement in this country. 
Che future of civilization depends upon our giving John 
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Barleycorn his coup de grace. “Over the top with the best 
of luck!” 


GET THE PENSION PLAN GOING! 


ROVISION of dependable and modest pensions for 

ministers and missionaries is more than a matter of 

importance ; it is absolutely necessary. It is necessary 
not only to the maintenance of the church’s self-respect in 
civilized society, but to the prosecution of its work with 
even a fair degree of success. It was not because church 
people were gracious and kind that they slowly came to the 
custom of paying ministers stated salaries, however meagre. 
They were compelled to do it or go without preachers, and 
that meant to go out of existence. 

We have come to an economic day wherein pensions 
are inevitable, just as salaries became inevitable in our 
fathers’ time. Disciples have the intelligence necessary to 
recognize this fact and they have the character necessary to 
act immediately and decisively. All that is needed is for 
the minister, the Chairman of the Official Board, or some 
other recognized leader in the congregation to state the 
case, and the church will see to it that an amount equal 
to six per cent of its minister’s salary is made a regular 
item of its annual current expense budget and forwarded 
to the Pension board. Local action will be as prompt, as 
enthusiastic and as unanimous as was the Kansas City 
Convention's approval of the Pension plan, as presented by 
the Board of Ministerial Relief, of Indianapolis, on the 
recommendation of the large and representative Pension 
Commission appointed a year before. 

Sut here, as there, someone will have to take the 
initiative. This is the layman’s chance, but if he does not 
take it, the preacher must, for the church’s sake. 


HELP THE RED CROSS 


HERE is coming at Christmas time a new drive for 

the Red Cross. All over the land, through churches, 

schools and community centers of various kinds wil! 
be conducted campaigns to secure a total of fifteen million 
members for this society. 

It is difficult for us to realize all that the Red Cross 
is doing for our stricken world. It is caring for our soldier 
prisoners in Germany—and it is only through the Red 
Cross that these prisoners may be reached. Countless 
circles are busy making bandages and supplies all over the 
country in preparation for the spring drive. The Red 
Cross organization is to spend $3,457,200 for these supplies, 
securing the whole lot at wholesale. Over a million pounds 
of knitting yarn and four million yards of flannel have 
been contracted for. These supplies will be scattered over 
the country to the volunteer workers. 

The churches are asked to observe December 16 as 
Red Cross Sunday in order to prepare the minds of the 
people for the Christmas giving to this great cause. Dis- 
ciple ministers should require very little urging to fall in 
line with this nation-wide movement. 

It is significant that the two biggest things in the war 
aside from the government operations are the Y. M. C. A. 
and the Red Cross. The Y. M. C. A. is distinctly an 
evangelical force, though working along the very broadest 


lines. The Red Cross is none the less a cross for being red. 
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Though the organization is less definitely connected with 
the church, yet the work has been from the beginning con- 
ceived in Christian terms. 

It is by pushing these two big agencies of social uplift 
and relief that the church may show her solicitude at a 
time when the hearts of men are sore. To be slackers in 
the Good Samaritan work of today is to fail at the very 
task which we claim for our very own. 


WAS JESUS A CONSERVATIVE? 


RECENT article in a theological journal makes a 

useful distinction, stating that Jesus was not a 

revolutionist but that his teaching was none the less 
revolutionary. There are passages which indicate the 
respect which Jesus had for the established customs 
and institutions of religion about him. He is even quoted 
as saying, Not one jot or tittle shall pass from the law 
until all be fulfilled, though such a sentiment is hard to 
reconcile with many other statements to be found in his 
teaching. 

That Jesus was no conservative in the reactionary 
sense is to be discovered with even the most cursory read- 
ing of the Sermon on the Mount. He freely criticizes the 
Deuteronomic law of divorce as having been given because 
of the hardness of men’s hearts. He shows that the law 
requires a subjective interpretation in order to be adequate. 
The Old Testament law of retribution is set aside for a 
new principle of human kindness. When Jesus was 
brought before the Jews, he was regarded as an innovator 
and dangerous to the established system. They bore testi- 
mony that he did not teach as the scribes but as one having 
authority, which is always the attitude of the man with a 
new message. 

Jesus was not a revolutionist, for he tried to do his 
work within the established religious system. But his work 
was essentially revolutionary, for presently it overflowed 
the boundaries of Judaism and became the basis for a 
great world religion. 

Would Jesus have us share his freedom, or did he 
claim it as the Son of God, withholding it from others? 
He came declaring, Ye shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free. His followers were to be no longer 
servants but friends. The old legalism was to pass away 
and his followers were to have the true liberty of seeking 
truth wherever it was to be found. Thus Jesus was not 
only progressive, but also he left a heritage of progress to 
his disciples. 


THE MINISTER AND THE WAR 


HESE times put to the test the quality of our 

ministry. A new age is upon us and the man who 

has no message for it will soon be outside the cur- 
rents of our contemporaneous life. There are several 
definite and urgent duties which the minister must 
perform or they must go undone. 

The people need spiritual preparation for the 
emergencies they face. Our nation has gone to war 
to curb the ruthless and unchristian purposes of the 
Prussianized government of Germany. It is not fitting 


that we go forth on such a mission until we have re- 
pented of our own sins. 


There is the period, then, 
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of confession and humility in which we make our- 
selves ready for the world task. Whatever in this 
country violates the ethics of the kingdom of God 
should be vigorously repudiated. The minister must 
have the prophet’s voice in this hour. 

It is the privilege of the minister to help mobilize 
the spiritual resources of the nation. We have passed 
out of the shallow optimism of the pre-bellum period 
when we were all tempted to practice the gymnastics 
of a certain Bostonian cult and meet all evil with a 
smile. We do need the spirit of hope, however, 
and of good cheer. These are no times for lugubrious 
anticipations of impending trouble. The nation needs 
a challenge to its courage and manly power. 

These are times that call for the organizing abil- 
ity of the minister. In many parishes the people have 
a mind to work but do not know just how to be help- 
ful. The minister has the task of bringing together 
groups of workers for war co-operation. The Red 
Cross service is now going on in most sections of the 
country. The supplies will be greatly needed in the 
early spring. We must do our part. 

There is work to do for the soldier and there is 
work to do for the civilians. Our communities under 
war excitement must not lose their ideals but strengthen 
them. The minister must be a protector and a spiritual 
father to all his people. 


A CHANGING INDUSTRIALISM 


LL disturbances of economic conditions work hard- 
A ships on some, and the present changes in our 

industrialism are causing loss in many sections. 
While the farmers of Kansas are frantically seeking men 
to help in the corn harvest, the men of the building 
trades in the great cities are seeking in vain for employ- 
ment. The free employment agencies in Chicago have 
been besieged lately by hundreds of men looking for 
work. It is a big task to put upon an overworked ad- 
ministration, but one of the conservation duties of the 
hour is the conservation of human labor power. Every 
idle man today is a drag on the wheels of our national 
life. 

Our highly specialized industrial organization 
works great hardships on individuals in times like this. 
Certain trades now find no market for their products. 
The furniture maker is not overworked and the manu- 
facturing jeweler finds time hanging heavily on his 
hands. It is not always.easy for a man who has spent 
twenty years in securing proficiency in a certain kind 
of employment to turn readily to something else. He 
fears that he will be permanently out of step in his 
favorite occupation if he accepts any other employment. 

Already certain city churches have found it neces- 
sary to aid their members by establishing employment 
committees. This is really not a church function. It 
could be done far better by the government. But if 
the administration finds itself, under present conditions, 
unable to handle the difficult problems of the winter, 
then local church congregations will have to find ways 
to protect the people of their parishes. If the need 
continués to grow, the Commission on Social Service 
may perhaps find it of advantage to circulate informa- 
tion as to labor demands in various sections of the coun- 
try. 











The Sword 


By Joseph Fort Newton 


On his return to his London pulpit after a two months’ stay in America, Dr. Joseph Fort Newton 
preached in the City Temple the following sermon, interpreting the spirit of America in the great war. It 


of America 


is a fact of outstanding significance, and full of promise for the future, that the preacher who stands in the 
foremost non-conformist pulpit of Great Britain is an American, and is so recently from America. He knows 


the character and spirit of our life here, our religious and national aspirations. 


What interpretation he is 


giving these aspirations to our brethren across the water is indicated in this characteristic utterance on 


“America’s Sword.” His text was “My sword shall 


LL through the Bible the sword is a symbol of power, 
sometimes of a power used for evil ends, sometimes 
—more often indeed—for noble ends. The great 

watchword of the ancient Commonwealth in its trial, “The 
sword of the Lord and Gideon,” might be used as a text 
for what the Bible has to say about the sword. Now power 
is neither good nor evil; it is neutral. The purpose for 
which it is used, the spirit in which it is used, gives it 
moral quality. A bomb may be used to blow up a build- 
ing, or to blast a tunnel for a railway opening new lands 
and inviting to new adventures. There are those who think 
that the use of any kind of force is wrong if it be used in 
behalf of moral and spiritual ends. Not at all. Force, 
used righteously in behalf of righteousness, is a sword of 
the Lord 


“CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTIONS” 


So, at least, Americans think of it, and with a few 
winsome and ardent exceptions, they are quite unanimous 
in feeling that the cause in behalf of which America and 
her allies fight is the cause of simple justice, decency, and 
mercy upon the earth. For the beautiful Quaker tradi- 
tion America has great respect, and should have respect 
Wher the Quaker laid aside his great hat and drab coat 
and picked up his axe, he laid the foundation of some of 
the finest things in American life and literature. But in 
our wars of former times, if the Quaker was not permitted 
by his scruples actually to fight, he has always been a faith- 
ful servant of the Republic Take our good, gray poet, 
Walt Whitman, who was of Quaker origin, as Lincoln was 
on one side of his family. He could not enter the ranks 
and take a gun and fight, but he entered the hospitals, and 
his service is memorable to this day in our annals. But 
for the man who will not render any service to his country 
because it is at war and he perchance may be lending some 
countenance to the existence of war, Americans can have 
very little respect. Conscience then sinks to the level of 
mere crankery. 

Such a person is not the object of scorn, but of pity. 
To such conscientious objections then America objects on 
conscientious grounds. She holds it to be true that no 
man has a moral right to the enjoyment or protection of 
a country whose institutions he will not support, and whose 
existence he will not defend. Let us be as true to Chris- 
tianity as our sinful nature will allow us, and the grace of 
God will help us to be, but let us not identify Christianity 
with moral insanity 


WHY DID AMERICA HESITATE? 


Why did America hesitate to enter the war? Of 
course, I do not ask you to approve the reason, I only ask 
you to understand it. Washington, in his farewell address, 


told his country to keep clear of all entangling alliances 
with Europe 


Why? Europe was at that time practically 


be bathed in heaven.” (Isa. 24:5.) 


a monarchy from end to end. America, as Lincoln stated 
later, was conceived in liberty and dedicated to the propo- 
sition that all men are created equal. Therefore, the first 
President thought it wise for the Republic to live aloof 
for a time until it should be firmly established. His ad- 
vice was wise ; it was followed, and became the basis of all 
our national policy for more than a century. Now a cen- 
tury of national policy cannot be reversed over night, it 
cannot be changed in a moment. But times change, and 
men change with them. Europe is no longer autocratic. 
Our enemies are trying to hold the last fortress of autoc- 
racy, and it must go. Europe is democratic, and it will 
be increasingly so in days to come. Therefore the very 
reason why our country kept clear from entangling alli- 
ances with Europe in other days, for the same reason it 
has come into the fellowship of European nations. 
America, then, has not simply entered the war, she has 
entered the world, reversing her whole national policy and 
the tendencies of her history, and this meant a complete 
revolution of thought and feeling in the Republic. 


A PROPHECY FULFILLED 


In that connection let me recall the words from a let- 
ter of Jefferson to Monroe in 1823: 

“Great Britain is the nation which can do us the most 

harm of any one, or all, on earth; and with her on our side we 
need not fear the whole world. With her, then, we should 
sedulously cherish a cordial friendship; and nothing would tend 
more to knit our affections than to be fighting once more, side 
by side, in the same cause.” 
Today those words are fulfilled before our eyes, not be- 
cause we fear harm from England, or have reason to sus- 
pect any threat from her, but because at last the policy 
of national isolation having become obsolete in America, 
and America having entered the world, her nearest neigh- 
bor is her Motherland. Today the sons of the great Re- 
public are fighting side by side with the sons of the great 
Empire. 

What this will mean in the future no one may ven- 
ture to predict. Personally, I feel, and I believe it is also 
the growing sentiment of my countrymen, that it is the 
outstanding fact connected with the whole tragedy of the 
war, and will have more influence on the future than any 
other event. If I should state my own conviction it would 
be after this manner: 

“An alliance of the United States and the British Common- 
wealth on clearly defined terms of unquestionable explicitness, 
made in the open light of day, so that those yy: aggres- 
sion could realize clearly the formidable obstacle in their path, 


would effectively, though not absolutely, secure the general 
peace of the future world.” 


WHY AMERICA ENTERED THE WAR 


Such being the reason why America hesitated to enter 
the war, let me ask, in the second place, why did she enter 
the war? She was not indifferent; she was not incapable 
of moral indignation, as some of you may have felt. Why 
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did we enter the war? Because our citizens had been as- 
sassinated on the high seas in ruthless barbarity? No, 
though that were cause enough if citizenship is to have 
meaning and value. Because we endured one unparalleled 
insult after another, such as perhaps no great and proud 
people had endured before? No. A rapscallion cannot 
insult a gentleman. Did we go to war, then, because our 
hospitality had been used for every conceivable kind of 
plot, involving our own people as well as the people of 
other nations—like a huge spider spinning its dark web 
of lying and spying all over the earth? No, though the 
discovery of those plots has made us very angry. Amer- 
ica kept out of the war until she learned that the govern- 
ment of Germany is an organized lie. When she learned 
that, there was no other appeal but to the awful court of 
war. 


TREATIES AS “SCRAPS OF PAPER” 


Let me read you some words from Edmund Burke, the 
more so that he was a great champion of America, in the 
House of Commons, at the time of the war of the Revolu- 
tion—and, of course, I need not say that America now 
understands that the reason for that war was that the King 
of England then was a German, and made a mess of things, 
as Germans usually do—those great words from the “Re- 
flections on the French Revolution,” one of the noblest 
passages in all political literature: 


“Society is indeed a contract. It is a partnership in all 
science; a partnership in all art; a partnership in all virtue, and 
in all perfection. As the ends of such a partnership cannot be 
obtained in many generations, it becomes a partnership not 
only between those who are living, but between those who 
are living and those who are dead, and those who are to be 
born. Each contract of each particular state is but a clause in 
the great primeval contract of eternal society, linking the lower 
with the higher natures, connecting the visible with the in- 
visible world, according to a fixed compact sanctioned by the 
inviolable oath which holds all physical and all moral natures, 
each in their appointed place.” 

Our enemies have violated the primeval contract of 
eternal society, making a treaty a “scrap of paper.” An 
unwillingness to keep any national engagement that did 
not entirely suit their whim, throwing to the winds all 
moral obligation, is a violation of the contract on which all 
human society rests. Consider what would happen in Lon- 
don if a portion of its population decided to live according 
to a law of its own, to keep engagements only when it was 
convenient for them to do so; to respect obligations only 
when it was altogether pleasant and involved no sacrifice. 
What kind of community would there be in London? Law 
would vanish; business would collapse; anarchy would 
reign. What is true of one community is true the world 
over, and it was this violation of the primeval contract of 
society which arrayed the moral indignation of the world 
against Germany and her allies and drew America into the 
conflict. 


WHERE THE ENEMY ERRED 


For the same reason there can be no peace, no nego- 
tiation looking towards peace, with the present German 
government. No treaty of peace signed by it is worth the 
paper on which it is written. It would be treated as lightly 
and as carelessly and as indifferently as other treaties have 
been treated. For that reason America has not only gone 
into the war solemnly, deliberately, reluctantly, but she 
has gone into the war for profound moral and religious 
reasons. And for the same reasons she will remain in it 
to the end and beyond, to see that the fundamental decen- 





cies of life are kept upon the earth, and that civilized 
society shall not perish. 

Now, it is not possible for me in the time that remains 
to tell you what America in war-time is like. It is a grand 
and solemn thing to see a great nation mobilize all its 
forces, industrial, financial, moral, intellectual, spiritual— 
and prepare for a great contest. Never in our whole his- 
tory has our Republic been so united, so cemented as it is 
today. In no other war has there been such a firm faith 
and clear and fixed conviction, not only of the righteous- 
ness of it, but of the necessity for it. I do not even except 
the war of the Revolution. I certainly do not except the 
Civil War. It means much, then, to have the moral judg- 
ment of a hundred millions of people. Our enemies have 
ignored these imponderable things. That is their greatest 
shame and their surest defeat. 

These things may seem to be intangible, but they are 
mighty ; if they move slowly they move surely, and history 
thunders in our ears telling us where they are going. Our 
enemies thought that the British Empire would fall to 
pieces, but instead the solidity and solidarity of the empire 
has been revealed as in an apocalypse. They thought that 
America would remain indifferent, or could be frightened, 
but that was another blunder. Truly it has been said that 
our enemies will go down in history as a people who fore- 
saw everything except what actually happened, and who 
calculated everything except what it cost themselves. 


ALL AMERICA IS MARCHING 


From the Rocky Mountains in the Far West; from 
the great prairies of the Middle West; from the valleys 
and forests of the South; down out of the stony hills of 
New England; up from the great Central States, come 
young men marching, marching, marching, most of them 
having volunteered, most of the States having filled up 
their quota by volunteer enlistment before the draft came 
into effect. These young men come from all walks of life, 
our universities and colleges especially giving their very 
best, some of them being quite depopulated. They march 
with one step and they sing one song. It is quite differ- 
ent from the war with Spain in one particular, there is 
very little noise; there is a quietness that is rather unusual 
in America, and which is for that reason easily mistaken 
as to its meaning. 

I should like to speak a word particularly about the 
Middle West, which English people do not understand at 
all. It has been quiet; we have made very little noise out 
in the Middle West, but the Middle West and the South 
are the most American parts of America. Out there men 
do not say: “Let somebody else go and do it”—they go 
themselves. So when it came to the matter of enlisting, 
when it came to furnishing funds for the great Liberty 
Loan, the Middle West was in the van and led the way. 


LOYALTY AMONG GERMAN-BORN 


Let me also say something about our fellow citizens 
of German origin. Perhaps 85 or 90 per cent of them are 
as loyal and truehearted in their devotion to the Republic 
as any other class of citizens. They are not pro-English, 
they are not pro-French, but they are pro-American. They 
came, or their fathers came before them, to America, to 
get away from the hideous, hateful thing that has turned 
Germany into what it is today. They hate the Kaiser and 
all his works. They love America. They were attracted 
to America by its idealism, its opportunity for develop- 
ment. Karl Schurz was typical of this large class. You have 
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read of his flight from Germany, of his short stay in Eng- 
land, of his journey to America, where he climbed from 
the bottom to the top and became a member of the Senate. 
A very able and noble man he was. When he returned to 
Germany he took pains to tell Bismarck of the difference 
between living in a Republic and living in an autocracy. 
You may find it in his “Conversations with Bismarck,” 
after this manner: Living in an autocracy is like riding 
on a great ocean liner. All the appointments are perfect, 
but you have nothing to do in running the boat. The de- 
tails are quite satisfactory, but the general direction is 
Living in a democracy is like riding on a raft or 
a flat boat. The passengers get their feet wet, they take 
cold, and they sneeze. They have an uncomfortable time, 
but they run the boat, and they know where it is going. 


wrong 


AMERICA A NEW WORLD 


rhese people sympathize deeply with the folk of their 
own blood in the Fatherland, but they have no sympathy 
with the German Government or that for which it stands. 
There is a small minority, perhaps 10 per cent of late com- 
ers to America, attracted not by its idealism but by its 
opportunities to make money, who have not yet become 
American. For I take it that an American is a man who 
holds in his heart as sacred that for which America stands, 
no matter what his race or religion may be. And America 
is not a new England, it is not a new Europe; it is a new 
world. It is founded upon a principle to which it has been 
true through these years, to build a nation not for the 
rich, though its resources may make men rich, not for the 
elect, who can make their way anywhere or everywhere; 
but a nation where the plain common man can stand erect, 
can stretch his arms and his soul and be free; own his 
home; cast his vote and have his voice in the affairs of 
the State. 

That small minority of Germans who have not yet 
become American have made a good deal of noise, have 
acted very unwisely, aided by propagandists from the Home 
Country, but Americans know how to deal with them. 
Either of three things will happen, or all three: they will 
be interned, their property will be confiscated, and at the 
close of the war they will be deported back to the Ger- 
many of which they are so fond. 


LINCOLN QUOTED 


Not lightly did America go into the war, offering her 
bravest and her best to stand side by side with your brav- 
est and best. The mingling of our common blood in a 
common sacrifice means the consecration of us all. We 
must renew our vows, our high and holy determination that 
the Britain for which Britons have fought so valiantly, with 
such superhuman courage, the America for which young 
\mericans are now to fight, shall in the future be a greater, 
better Britain, a greater, purer America. Back across the 
years come the words of Lincoln in the hour of our na- 
tional crisis, which express today the feeling of his country 
in a greater time of trial—these words: 

‘Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty 
scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet if God wills that 
it continue, as was said 3,000 years ago, so still it must be said, 
‘The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in 
the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to 
finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to 
care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow 
and his orphan; to do all which may achieve and cherish a just 
ind lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.” 


“My sword shall be bathed in heaven,” in heavenly 
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principles, in a heavenly spirit. So far as we in America 
are concerned, it is not a war of hate. It is not a war of 
revenge ; we have no old scores to clear off. It is not a 
war of conquest, we do not want an inch of land from any, 
people. But we realize that Europe cannot be free, Amer- 
ica cannot be free, that no free institution can be safe, 
until the military autocracy of Prussia is crushed, and to 
that one end we unite with you, heart and hand and soul, 
that the future may be safer and nobler for your children 
and for ours. 


“KULTUR” 


Our philosophy of patriotism is that each nation has, 
by the gift of God, something unique, particular and 
precious; something not to be found anywhere else, and 
therefore it has a gift to make to universal humanity. That 
it may make that gift it should be free to develop what is 
most unique and precious in its life. Therefore we say to 
our enemies: “We will not impose our culture upon any 
other people, and you shall not impose your kultur upon 
any other people.” Kultur! The very word stinks to the 
stars. We do not want an internationalism that is a mere 
abstraction, that bleaches out all our local loyalties and 
human heroisms. Not at all; just as in religion, we do 
not want unity of the churchyard, we want the unity of 
the Church—unity with variety, the unity of a flower 
garden, where there is one soil and one air, and every 
variety of color—so we want an international understand- 
ing that shall permit each nation to develop, not a narrow 
bigoted nationalism, but shall give to all what is most 
precious and most holy in its life. To do that it must be 
free. 

For that it is that America is fighting, seeking the 
Excalibur that King Arthur found at last. When he was 
beaten and broken and wounded and his sword was of no 
further use, in the enchanted lake he saw the white arm 
of a woman holding a sword, the most excellent sword of 
right, with which he had vanquished his foes. The name 
of that sword was truth, its sheath was faith. And so 
armed with this bright blade, we join with you, this Eng- 
land—this Greatheart—in the spirit of these lines from 
our young poet, Thomas Curtis Clark, in his verses entitled 
“America’s Men.” 


“We are America’s men, 
Strong, forceful and free; 
We are America’s men, 
Children of Liberty; 
Ready to march at the trumpet’s call, 
Ready to fight, ready to fall— 
And ready to herald, Peace for all! 
We are America’s men. 


“We are America’s men, 
Brave, dauntless and true; 

We are America’s men, 
Ready to dare and do; 

Ready to wield the sword with might, 

Ready the tyrant’s brow to smite— 

And ready to sheathe the sword—for Right! 
We are America’s men. 


“We are America’s men, 
Loathing the despot’s rod, 

We are America’s men, 
Under the rule of—God: 

Ready to battle giants grim, 

Ready to fight till day grows dim, 

But ready to sheathe the sword—for Him! 
We are America’s men.” 
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A Forward Looking Alliance 


British and American Progressive Evangelicals Should Work Together 





By Burris A. Jenkins 


AM heart and soul for an alliance with Great Britain. 

I believe Washington, if he were alive today, would be 

for it. To be sure, he said, “No entangling alliances” ; 
but the world is a lot smaller now than then; and we are 
already entangled whether we will or no. We ought to be 
avowedly entangled, then, with the best people that we 
can find, the people who stand for the same things that 
we do—liberty of thought, freedom of speech, the rights 
of the common man and of little nations, all the liberties 
that we won, not merely upon this soil, but also at Mars- 
ton Moor and wrested with Magna Charta from King 
John. I do not care whether our alliance with Great 
Britain is an articulated one or just a tacit understanding. 
I am one of those who believes that a gentlemen’s agree- 
ment with Great Britain is more binding and more valu- 
able than a treaty signed, sealed and delivered at Berlin. 

There is, however, another alliance that I am in favor 
of, an alliance within an alliance; and that is really what 
I started out to write about. This inner alliance would 
promote the outer and larger one; at the same time it 
would promote certain currents of freedom and democ- 
racy within the nations concerned. After all, liberty is 
not yet perfect, even in democracies, in England or Amer 
ica. Liberty is a thing of degrees; we can have more or 
less of it, and we need more, not less. 


WEAVING BONDS OF SYMPATHY 


The alliance here referred to, then, is one between 
the liberty-loving religionists in England and the same sort 
of folks in America; among the non-conformists there 
and the non-subduable here; among the liberal wing of 
the Free Churches yonder and, say, the liberal interpreters 
of the Disciples movement here. Both these knots of 
people—those in England and those in America—would 
profit by solidarity, by conscious weaving of bonds of 
sympathy. 

The centre of such life in England is the City Tem- 
ple in London, the widest, freest church platform in the 
world; and behind the City Temple stands the “Christian 
Commonwealth,” one of the best religious papers in Eng- 
land. Fortunately, at this time, in the pulpit of the City 
Temple stands an American, Joseph Fort Newton, who 
understands the free spirits of America, is in thorough 
sympathy with them, and can interpret them to the Brit 
ish people. 

On our side there is no one pulpit, to be sure, that 
holds the commanding position of the City Temple. Per- 
haps it is fortunate for the suggested alliance that there 
is not. But there are hundreds of pulpits among the Dis- 
ciples, in which the message of Fort Newton would be 
most acceptable, and of these there are ten or a dozen, 
if not many more, whose preachers could speak with per- 
fect adaptability to the frequenters of City Temple. There 
is, moreover, a religious journal, THe CHRISTIAN CEN- 
TuRY, which is, in tone and message and power, on a par 
with the “Christian Commonwealth.” 


STRENGTH AND POWER TO BE GAINED 


The point, then, is this, why should there not be 
formed between 


these two elements and forces of the 


Christian world, in these two English-speaking nations, 
an alliance, or at least a gentlemen’s understanding, which 
should cheer and strengthen and enlarge the power of 
both? There is reason to believe that on this side of the 
water such a relationship would be welcomed. There is 
a sort of sense of growing elbow-room and a desire to 
swing widely in it manifest among the constituents of 
Tue CuristiAn Century; and there is a far from vague 
impression among them that time is at work in their favor 
and the future is “coming their way.” There is also rea- 
son to believe that overtures for such a working agree- 
ment would not be unacceptable to our English brethren— 
it seems good to use that term, “English brethren,” in a 
sense larger than we have ever used it before. It is not 
a presumption to believe, I am persuaded, that our good 
friends who revolve about the City Temple and the “Chris- 
tian Commonwealth” would meet us at least half-way. 


AN ALLIANCE OF THE PRESS 


Is there any- 
thing more than a nebulous good-will that can be engen- 
dered? Much more, I think. If nothing more resulted, 
however, than a congenial atmosphere it would be some- 
thing; but it is quite possible, if the “Century” will move 
in the matter, to establish an interchange of relations of 
a very definite character with the “Commonwealth.” Some 
modus operandi could be devised whereby, for a subscrip- 
tion to the “Century,” the “Commonwealth” might also 
come, as a regular overseas visitor, to our tables, and vice 
The beautiful literary and spiritual utterances of 
loseph Fort Newton, so stimulating to every preacher I 
have met who has read them. would thus be every week 
in the ears of his American friends; and the foremost 
thought of the British empire would be brought intimately 
home to a group of hungry Americans. On the other 
hand, it is not on our part too much to suppose that 
breaths from the prairies and the wide spaces of a new 
world would bring youthfulness into the heart of the staid 
old motherland. 

It is easy to see what corollaries might follow. The 
publications of one press might go en masse to the other 
as soon as the war is done. The new hymnal, “Hymns of 
the United Church,” which, I hear, has already been 
adopted by the City Temple, might be but the processional 
anthem for a whole train of the children of American 
brains bending their steps back home. And the products 
of the British press, in turn, might form a useful pathway 
to the firesides of American homes and the studies of 
American ministers. Other conceivable results might be 
no less alluring; but surely this is enough for a beginning. 

We would better all of us be looking toward the post- 
bellum days, for they will arrive sometime. Preparations 
are being made by industrial concerns for those days. Shall 
the childres: of this world be forever wiser than—but mod- 
esty forbids completion of the quotation. If such a move 
costs the subscribers of THe CuristiAN CENTURY money 
—suppose it does! There is a little money scattered about 
in this country, however hard it is to come by. 


Kansas City, Mo. 


What, then, is the concrete suggestion ? 


versa. 
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Social Service Commission 
Organized 

The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian church, U. S. A., meet- 
ing in Dallas this autumn, created 
a Social Service Commission by an 
enthusiastic vote. Rev. Paul Moore 
Strayer, of Rochester, N. Y., was 
elected chairman. Previous social 
service efforts in the denomination 
have been considered over-radical 
by some and the new organization 
declares: “If the commission can 
help to create a real and intelligent 
enthusiasm for the Kingdom of God 


which Christ came to establish, it 
will more than justify its exist- 
ence.” There are nine suggestions 


ior 


ction in the pronouncement of 


the organization 
Bishop Lloyd Goes 
to Africa 

[1 hop Lloyd of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, has sailed from 
New York to England on his way 


Liberia in Africa, reports the 
Living Church He goes follow- 
election to the task by the 
bishops at the recent 
meeting in Chicago, and will inves- 


ne his 


rlouse ot 


tigate conditions in this far-away 
black republic, that the church may 
be isely guided in its future ac 
tion in the field hallowed by the 

rk of Bishop Ferguson. He is 
accompanied by the Ven. Archdea- 
n Schofield of Denver, and will 
e away for several months. This 


joutmey by Bishop Lloyd will be a 
surprise to the greater part of the 
people of his church, as the fact of 
his election was not published until 


; * 


mic ovember 


A Million Testaments 
for Y. M. C. A. 

The war has given a great stim- 
ulus to the circulation of the holy 
Recently the American 


criptures 

Rible Society presented the Y. M. 
( \. with a million testaments. 
Dr. Talbott Williams, head of the 


School of Journalism of Columbia 
University, spoke at the presenta- 
tion occasion as follows: “Provi- 
dence at a time like this is like a 
householder. It brings forth treas- 
new and old. We have redis- 
covered our patriotism. We have 
rediscovered our capacity. We 
have rediscovered our faith, and we 
have also rediscovered the essential 
unity of the English-speaking race. 
And this out of 1,000,000 


ures 


giving 


opies of the New Testament by 
\merican Bible Society 


the 


The Larger Christian World 


A DEPARTMENT OF INTERDENOMINATIONAL ACQUAINTANCE 
ha 


the Bible itself, that is the final 
symbol of the unity of the English 
speaking folk. If one desires to 
know the height and depth of the 
English-speaking folk; if he wishes 
to know the secret of their power, 
it is to be found in the King James 
translation of the Bible which has 
gone before them in other times, ‘a 
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night.’ Attempts 
were made to distribute little bits of 
literature that could be carried in 
the trenches, but it was found that 
men desired not trivial things, but 
instead, the big things that ap- 
pealed to the patriotism of men and 
above all they wanted passages of 
the Bible.” 


Religious Education Goes 
Forward in China 


The Chinese are no longer to be 
looked upon as a conservative peo- 
ple. We hear reports of various 
kinds of innovations and not the 
least significant of these is the in- 
troduction of advanced methods in 
religious education. The Special 
Committee on Religious Education 
of the China Continuation Commit- 
tee has named as one of its objects, 
“To continue efforts to promote 
family worship and daily Bible 
study in homes,” and “That a spe- 
cial Home Welfare Week be inau- 
gurated to emphasize the impor- 
tance of daily Bible reading and 
family prayers.” Then, to still fur- 
ther produce Christian character, 
they add: “To study to make rec- 
ommendations regarding the reli- 
gious education of inquirers and 
church members, in this connection 
stressing the subject of teaching 
Christians to read the Scriptures.” 
Every educational institution in 
America would do well to do as 
much as they accomplish in this 
far-off “heathen” China. 


President Found for- Union 
Theological Seminary 


After Dr. W. P. Merrill, of the 
Brick Presbyterian church of New 
York, had refused the presidency of 
Union Theological Seminary, it was 
offered to the well-known church 
historian, Dr. Arthur Cushman Mc- 
Giffert, and he has accepted the po- 
sition. Dr. McGiffert was once a 
teacher in Lane Theological Semi- 
nary, the backbone of Presbyterian 
orthodoxy, located in Cincinnati, 
but in later years he adopted the 
modern viewpoint and in conse- 
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quence fell under the displeasure of 
the watchdogs in his denomination. 
Dr. McGiffert is now an Episco- 
palian of the broad school and talks 
Christian Union upon an Episcopal 
basis. His choice to lead Union 
Theological Seminary has been vig- 
orously opposed by leading Presby- 
terians, the Continent pronouncing 
his choice a reactionary step. 


Father and Son Banquet 
in Buenos Aires 


American religious work is being 
carried into the various large cities 
of South America by the Y. M. C. 
A. Recently a “Father and Son 
Banquet” was held in Buenos Aires, 
with a hundred boys present. The 
boys in giving the names of their 
heroes in after-dinner talks were di- 
vided between* Jesus Christ, San 
Martin and President Wilson. 


Mormons Put Forth 
Polygamous Teaching 


The Mormon church is ever on 
the alert to put forth its teaching 
of polygamy, which has never really 
been abandoned as a church doc- 
trine. Recently, Susan Young Gates 
of Utah, a daughter of Brigham 
Young, has written and sent out 
syndicate matter telling of the 
beautiful experiences she had in the 
polygamous household of her father, 
but insisting that polygamy must 
be sanctified by religion to be truly 
blessed. It is evidently the idea of 
Mormon leaders that the war, by 
greatly reducing the number of men 
in the world, would make a situa- 
tion favorable to polygamy. 


Furnish Transportation 
to Church 


The First Presbyterian church of 
Rockford, Ill., has not been satis- 
fied with inviting to its sermons the 
soldiers of Camp Grant, which is 
seven miles away, but has gone far- 
ther and provided the men with 
transportation on motor trucks. 
The men who attend church are in- 
vited into the church homes for din- 
ner. This church reports a large at- 
tendance of soldiers every Sunday. 


The War and 
Missions 


There are already indications that 
America will not be outdone by her 
neighbors in keeping up missionary 
work during the war. The Congre- 
gationalists report a gain in receipts 
this year of nearly forty thousand 
dollars and the Disciples made a 
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gain in the year of ninety thousand. 
The Canadian Baptists are making 
the largest offering of their history 
this year. 


Self-Government for 
Church of England 

There is a growing sentiment in 
the Church of Engiand that the 


li" 3 


church should be free from the state. 
Recently the Bishop of Oxford pre- 
sided at a meeting of the Church 
Self-Government Association. He 
said there is danger that the church 
will not only lose the respect of the 
nation, but that it may lose its own 
self-respect and its own reverence 
for the divine institution of the 
church. 
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Robbing God* 


The Lesson in Today’s Life* 
By CHARLES H. SWIFT 


of the prophet against a people 

who prided themselves as a peo- 
ple belonging peculiarly to God must 
have been a bitter rebuke. The words 
were not minced nor clothed in any 
adulterated flattery. It was a bold and 
courageous voice crying out against a 
national sin resulting from a deaden- 
ing form of skepticism. The prophet 
was not pleading for a mere legal ob- 
servance of a fundamental law, but he 
was endeavoring to intensify the re- 
ligious life of the people by the 
enforcement of a law so essential to 
religious expression and development. 
The burden of the prophet’s appeal is 
for social justice. A refined selfishness 
had caused them to forget God ; hence, 
to violate the laws of social relation- 
ship. When the insolence of their 
hearts called for a way back to God, 
the prophet immediately responded: 
“In tithes and offerings.” 

What a challenge then follows! 
Yet faith, even among Christians, is 
too sickly to accept. “Bring ye the 
whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah 
of Hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out 
a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.” 

* * * 


Sor an accusation from the lips 


Robbing God has become a preva- 
lent disease. Across the centuries, God 
has been robbed of his rightful place 
among the nations of the world. Just 
as the proud Pharisees, corrupt priests, 
licentious courts and greedy politicians 
among the Jews, rejected Christ, so 
history has repeated itself over and 


*This article is based upon the Inter- 
national uniform lesson for December 23, 
‘Preparation for the Messiah.” Scrip- 
ture, Malachi 3:1-12. (Alternative Christ- 
mas lesson, “The Advent of the Messiah,” 


Matt. 2:1-12.) 





over again. Intellectual Greece and 
legislating Rome closed their doors to 
divine intelligence and law as revealed 
in Him. 

For more than a century America 
has stood as a Gibraltar of Christian- 
ity; still God’s rightful place in polit- 
ical activities, industrial and commer- 
cial processes, legal decrees, social 
reforms and even in educational prop- 
aganda is denied Him. Through 
legal technicalities political bribers and 
embezzlers are set free. Through 
greed and corruption the saloon and 
brewery are permitted to prey upon 
society, including our soldier boys. 
Through covetousness Christmas itself 
is commercialized until it- has become 
a gigantic money-making proposition 
with Santa as the great advertising 
agency. The delicacy and fineness of 
friendship have been sacrificed to the 
prevailing spirit of pride and duty in 
giving. Love has lost its heavenly 
meaning. The real Christ is crowded 
out of the day. 

* * ” 


More pathetic still! God is being 
robbed among his own people! For 
current expenses and missions, seven- 
teen of the leading religious bodies 
gave in 1914 just twenty-two cents, 
four cents of which went toward mis- 
sions. Giving is also a part of one’s 
religious development, and where giv- 
ing is hampered or neglected, the whole 
religious development of the individual 
is checked. Retard the individual 
growth and the national life becomes 
affected. It is but a step to world life. 
Our dependence upon God, his lead- 
ership and supremacy must be recog- 
nized. This can be done completely 
only when the law of Christian stew- 
ardship is fully restored. 

x * © 


This Christmas finds God being 
robbed in a peculiar way. His great 
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loving gift to the world was significant 
because of the proffered peace. The 
heavenly anthem was that of peace on 
earth, good will toward men; peace to 
a sin-sick world ruined and mangled by 
strife and murder; peace to a sorrow- 
stricken world tossed and tumbled by 
sickness, disappointment and death; 
peace to a cruel world lashed to fury 
by selfishness and greed; peace to a 
bloody world reeling in pagan butchery 
and jealous barbarity. German “Kul- 
tur” has spurned the Christ ideal. 
Prussian imperialism has rejected the 
Christ Kingdom. The Kaiser’s mili- 
tarism has been substituted for the 
Christ spirit. The prince of the Ho- 
henzollern house has been accepted in- 
stead of the Prince of the House of 
David. The Prince of Peace has been 
spurned. “No room” is the verdict. 
Yet the darkness of the picture re- 
veals a faint light. God is in his world. 
Preparation for the coming of Christ 
is now in operation. The real splen- 
dor and glory of His effulgence will 
soon break forth on the eastern hori- 
zon at the dawn of that new day when 
Christ will be crowned as Lord of all. 
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America’s Terms of 
Peace to Germany 


RESIDENT WILSON’S ad- 
P aress to Congress is in his usual 

clear, unmistakable language. His 
thinking is so succinct that no one but 
those with no minds to understand 
can mistake him. He declares that it 
is time to state general terms of peace 
and makes the principles plain upon 
which America will treat with Ger- 
many. German autocracy with its 
“scrap of paper” ideas can never ne- 
gotiate peace, because no nation can 
trust its word. The German nation 
must speak through representatives 
that are accredited in some democratic 
manner. Yet he specifically declares 
that we have no notion of violating 
our own principles in regard to “gov- 
ernments by the consent of the gov- 
erned” by interfering with the right of 
the German people to constitute their 
own government. [le warns them 
distinctly that there will be no “Ger- 
man-made” peace; this is a firm dec- 
laration against any peace conference 
until the German autocracy is dis- 
credited and the people themselves are 
in power in such manner as they them- 
selves may provide. This is a war on 
autocracy; and there can be no peace 
with an autocracy; it is a war on war, 
ind no war-:making crew can obtain a 
truce through an improvised peace 
while preparing a more advantageous 
time for war. Furthermore, Germany 
must surrender definitely her hold on 
her allies. The integrity of Austria 
will not be a matter for settlement 
by her enemies but by her own free 
peoples. The fundamental principles 
of peace must be guaranteed by the 
German nation, repairing the wrong 
they have done through their invading 
armies and giving guarantees that can 
be trusted. The President does not 
feel that it is necessary to longer dis- 
cuss the question of why we are at 
war, nor even the question of whether 
or not we will win—win we must and 
will; it is only a question of means. 
He puts his trust in the “calm, indom- 
itable power of the nation” in spite of 
the “clamor of the noisy, thoughtless 
and troublesome.” To America he 
says: Prepare to win at any cost, and 
keep clear heads. To the Germans 
he says: Establish yourselves in power 
and enable us to trust a German 
treaty, and we will meet you half way. 

* * * 


America’s Terms of Peace 
to Her Own Allies 


The President is no less clear to our 
\llies, and to our fellow citizens of 











AA i JL Ae cl 


Social Interpretations 


ilu OE it RAs OCP eR RA 


bellicose temper and militarist con- 
victions. He speaks of those “who de- 
bate peace, understanding neither its 
nature nor the way in which we may 
obtain it with uplifted eyes and un- 
broken spirits,” and says none of 
them speaks for the nation. On the 
one hand are those who would accept 
an inconclusive peace to save the sac- 
rifice, and on the other those who 
would “crush the German people” 
without reference to our declared de- 
termination to fight “for their eman- 
cipation from war along with our 
own.” To our Allies he gives em- 
phatic warning that there is to be no 
“war after the war,” and that we fight 
for freedom for all peoples, the Ger- 
man people included. He declares 
just as emphatically against “any such 
covenants of selfishness and compro- 
mise as were entered into at the con- 
gress of Vienna.” The Italian war 
party’s aim to shut Austria off from 
the sea is only a little more diplo- 
matically denounced, and all our Allies 
ire distinctly warned that their democ- 
racies and not their imperialistic coun- 
cilors must sit in final judgment. He 
pays ungrudging tribute to German 
brains and industrial efficiency and de- 
plores the fact that a crafty military 
party should have compelled them to 
sacrifice it to such diabolical use as 
that of war; but he declares that every 
nation’s brains and enterprise shall 
have free course to run in the arts 
of peace and that we shall not com- 
promise our own principles by using 
the advantage of victory to promote 
the wealth of our nations through the 
bludgeoning of the peoples whose auto- 
crats we defeat. “We shall be free 
to base peace on generosity and jus- 
tice, to the exclusion of all selfish 
claims to advantage on the part of 
the victors.” Germany must repair 
the wrongs she has done, not simply 
because we have the power to compel 
her, but because justice demands it, 
and we will not sully justice by doing 
like wrongs, not even to Germany. 
“We are seeking permanent, not tem- 
porary foundations for the peace of 
the world, and must seek them can- 
didly and fearlessly.” He declares to 
our Allies that the principles upon 
which peace will be made must be 
made plain and unmistakable, and 
says that if they had been made and 
kept clear the Russian debacle might 
have been averted, their “suspicion 
and distrust swept away, and a real 
and lasting union of purpose been ef- 
fected.” 





By ALVA W. TAYLOR 






America’s Army and 
Her Parasites 


The President and Mr. Hoover 
thought apparently, that by controlling 
the sources of food and supplies the 
consumer would be protected—that 
the law of supply and demand would 
still work in the local market, and that 
the patriotism of the seller would co- 
operate to keep prices down. But 
“profiteering still runs impu- 
dently rampant,” and the law of sup- 
ply and demand has been replaced “by 
the law of unrestrained selfishness.” 
There are a maze of difficulties to be 
faced in the infinite complexities of 
fixing retail prices. It was easy to fix 
the price of wheat and the profits of 
milling, but the “farmers complain 
with a great deal of justice” that while 
prices were fixed for what they sold, 
it was not fixed for what they buy, and 
we all know that the profit taken from 
the farmer and miller was simply 
transferred to the pockets of the baker 
and retailer. Thus parasites fatten on 
the blood of the nation. Some pour 
out their blood for the great cause; 
others fatten like parasites on the na- 
tion’s importunity. While we are ap- 
plying the drastic remedies of scorn 
to the slacker who tries to escape the 
draft and calling the pacifist a pro- 
German, let us also arouse a spirit of 
resentment against the profiteer; it 
ought to be so aroused that men who 
have no shame will be so humiliated, 
even boycotted, that no one but a 
shrewd criminal would be able to fa- 
ten his purse during the war. We are 
disappointed that the President did 
not declare for war-time prohibition 
as a means of meeting the food situa- 
tion of the world. A single word from 
him would bring its realization; his 
failure to say any word may so fortify 
the booze makers that they can main- 
tain their wasteful, criminal business 
while peoples starve. If it is good to 
make the training camps “bone dry,” 
it is quite as good to make the muni- 
tion factories so, and if we are only 
drafting an army to better distribute 
burdens we should treat all as we do 
the army. 





ror Use 1n HoME AND 
SunpAy ScHoor. By Frederica 
Beard. The cultivation of the spirit 
of worship is one of the three impor- 
tant functions of proper child training. 
This little volume is an admirable col- 
lection of original and selected prayers 
for home, kindergarten, school, Sun- 
day school, other gatherings, and for 
private devotion. (Doran. 60 cents.) 
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Tue LAnp or DEEPENING SHADOW. 
GERMANY AT THE THIRD YEAR OF 
War. By D. Thomas Curtin. From 
all we know of the close guard kept 
upon all German frontiers it is a mat- 
ter of surprise that an American cor- 
respondent could have gotten into that 
country after the war broke and been 
able to go about with so little hin- 
drance as Mr. Curtin encountered. To 
be sure he had a good many adven- 
tures of a more or less serious charac- 
ter.in the progress of his work, but he 
was able to bring away a few months 
ago an astonishing amount of first- 
hand and intimate knowledge of the 
situation which makes this book one 
of the most revealing documents pro- 
duced during the war. It makes per- 
fectly evident Germany’s careful 
planning for the war, and the enor- 
mous enthusiasm with which ll 
classes of the people greeted the news 
»f its outbreak. The long schooling 
through which the children and youth 
of Germany have passed in the cultiva- 
tion of an intense nationalism and a 
fierce hatred of other peoples is made 
clear. The messages of hate from the 
pulpits and lecture rooms in every part 
of Germany are illustrated, and the 
necessity of joining in the chorus of 
hostility on the part of any who 
wished promotion as preachers or pro- 
fessors is shown clearly. An illumi- 
nating chapter is that of the corre- 
spondents of foreign papers, especially 
American journals, which ought to 
throw light on the character of some 
of the contributions one sees from 
Germany in the American press. 
Other subjects like the submarine, the 
food problem in Germany, the com- 
plete control of public opinion through 
the state educational system and a 
controlled press, the spy system, the 
treatment of Alsace-Loraine, and the 
estate of woman in the shadow of the 
war, are dealt with in a manner that 
reveals the author’s long acquaintance 
with the German point of view, and 
his recent experience in many parts 
of that land of increasing war suffer- 


ing. (Doran. $1.50.) 


L1 Hunc-Cuanc. By J. O. P. 
Bland. The lives of Queen Victoria 
and the Dowager Empress of China 
were almost precisely coterminous. 
Few women in history have possessed 
the authority or displayed the ability 
that marked the woman who really 
governed China for more than a quar- 
ter of a century. Her most trusted 
friend and constant advisor was Li 
Hung-Chang, whose name was best 
known of all modern Chinese by the 
outer nations of the world. The 
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author of this book, who is also joint 
author of that remarkable volume, 
“China Under the Empress Dowager,” 
has presented an exceedingly instruc- 
tive study of the great Chinese leader. 


him in his various 
capacities as an official, diplomat, 
naval and military administrator, 
statesman and politician. This ar- 
rangement is not as satisfactory as 
would have been a biography prepared 
in the usual manner, as it necessitates 
the repetition of many items. The 
picture of Li Hung-Chang is by no 
means laudatory. The remarkable 
services of the great viceroy to China 
are recounted with admiration. He 
was the maker of the new period in 
his country. He was the first states- 
man to become sensitive to the mean- 
ing of western history, politics and 
education. Most of the progress 
which China has enjoyed in recent 
years was due in some measure to his 
acquaintance with the wider world 
and his appreciation of the forces, 
missionary and commercial, which 
were playing upon China from the 
west. At the same time the author 
does not scruple to disclose the over- 
lapping of the old with the new in the 
character of this remarkable man. He 
was a true product of the ancient Con- 
fucian China, a typical grafting offi- 
cial, who never failed to secure his 
squeeze from the enormous sums 
which passed through his hands for 
public work, and particularly for mili- 
tary and naval equipment. His great- 
est ability was shown in putting a 
plausible face on the most humiliating 
conditions, personal and public. For 
years he was the idol of the nation; 
but the failure of his plans for the de- 
fense of China resulting from the loot- 
ing of public funds by himself and his 
relatives and clansmen in official posi- 
tion, which brought about the disaster 
of the war with Japan, led to a large 
measure of discredit through the re- 
mainder of his life. Yet his tour of 
the world was spectacular, and he was 
everywhere received with honor as the 
most conspicuous statesman in recent 
Chinese history. The late Yuan Shi- 
Kai was one of his most trusted pro- 
teges, and shared much of the strength 
and the weakness of his great master. 
(Henry Holt & Co. $2.00 net.) 

Are You Human? By William 
DeWitt Hyde. There are few more 


He deals with 





Any of the books reviewed here, 
or any other books, may be secured 
from the Disciples Publication So- 
ciety, 700 E. 4oth street, Chicago. 
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stimulating prophets of modern moral 
and religious life than President Hyde. 
This little book is a lecture delivered 
to the freshman class in Yale, and it 
deals briefly, but urgently, with ath- 
letics, society, art, history, philosophy, 
business, politics, wealth, love, morals 
and religion as essential factors in the 
lives of young men. A capital mes- 
sage. (Macmillan. 50 cents.) 


PRAYER IN Its PRESENT Day As- 
pects. By James M. Campbell, D. D. 
There is in the mind of the relig- 
ious community in these days a 
searching after the realities of the 
faith which is in no small sense 
due to the war situation. Probably 
Dr. Campbell did not have this 
prominently in mind when he 
wrote this book on prayer. But it 
meets in a remarkably stimulating 
manner many of the _ inquiries 
which are sure to arise in the 
minds of thoughtful people on this 
theme. Dr. Campbell has written 
much in the past, and the best of 
his work has been that which has 
devoted itself to the inner life of 
the Christian. In this score of 
chapters the relation of prayer to 
modern conceptions of God, of 
man, of society, of life and other 
phases of our present thinking, is 
discussed in a manner to make it a 
new power in the lives of those 
who are sensitive to the presence 
of God in the world. The chapters 
are brief and well adapted to de- 
votional study. (Revell, New 
York. 75 cts. net.) 


TENDENCIES IN MopERN AMERICAN 
Poetry. By Amy Lowell. Miss 
Lowell is more convincing as an es- 
sayist than as a poet. She almost 
makes her point that E. A. Robinson, 
Robert Frost, Edgar L. Masters, Carl 
Sandberg and others of their ilk are 
the real leaders in the world of Amer- 
ican poetry. Interesting sketches are 
given of their careers, and their place 
in the modern movement is clearly 
pointed out. Miss Lowell is an un- 
usually clear and interesting writer— 
in prose. (The Macmillan Company, 
New York. $2.50.) 


SELECTED ENGLIsH SHorT SToriEs. 
Here are selected stories of Scott, 
Lamb, Dr. John Brown, Dickens 
and Stevenson and other great Brit- 
ishers, and among American writ- 
ers, of Hawthorne, Irving, Poe and 
3ret Harte, and withal an interest- 
ing essay on “The Short Story in 
English,” by Hugh Walker. (Ox- 
ford University Press, New York.) 
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Juvenile Books for Christmas Buying 


Famous Drscoverers AND EXPLORERS OF 
America, By C. L. Johnston. Any 
American boy with average instincts will 
feast on this book of thrilling history and 
biography. Among the heroes treated are 
Leif Ericson, Columbus, Ponce de Leon, 
Balboa, Magellan, De Soto and La Salle; 
and modern times are not neglected, Robt 
E. Peary being the last explorer presented 
(Page Company, Boston. $1.50.) 


Tue Boy Wirn tHe U. S. WEATHER 
Man. By F. R. Wheeler. The lad with a 
scientific turn of mind will not lay down 
this book after first taking it up. It is 
full of instruction, as well for older young- 
sters with gray locks, but with inquiring 
minds and adventurous hearts. (Lothrop, 
Lee & Shepard, Boston. $1.35 net.) 


Tue Lure or THe Mississippi ty D 
Lange. An Indian story of the better sort, 
with the Mississippi region as the place and 
the Civil War period as the time. An ex- 
cellent book for boys from twelve to six- 
teen (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, Boston. 
$1.25 net.) 


Tne Boy’s Book or SupmMarines. Here 
is a book that is up to the minute, with 
ts descriptions of submarines, submarine 
chasers, etc. Instructions are given as to 
making models of these modern instru- 
ment f undersea warfare Numerous 
illustrations and diagrams aid toward an 
easy understanding of the mechanics of the 


submarine. (F. A. Stokes Company, New 
York. $1.35 net.) 
Biue Rosrx, tHe Girt Pronger. By 


Rena I. Halsey \ good story to instill 
patriotism in sixteen-year-olds, or a little 
younger \n interesting tale of pioneer 
life in America. (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Co., Boston. $1.35 net.) 


Avmetta or Gasetet’s Run. By Louise 
S. Murdoch A realistic story of the 
Mountain Whites, giving an excellent idea 
of the manners and customs of that unique 
section of the country (The Meridian 
Press, New York. $1.25 net.) 


Guttiiver’s Travets. By Jonathan Swift 
Edited by Padraic Column and illustrated 
by Willy Pogany. Here is the juvenile 
gift book de luxe of 1917. This classic 
story of wondrous adventure is again given 
to the world of imaginative boys and girls, 
but in more beautiful form than ever be- 
fore. (Macmillan Company, New York 
$2.00.) 


Lirtte Star Gazers. By Julia Schwartz 
Stories of how other children in other 
ages have looked up in wonder at the same 
stars. The child of ancient Egypt, of 
classic Greece and the little Italian boy of 
the Renaissance are here pictured as star- 
gazers with all the wonder of the modern 
child. (Stokes, New York. $1.00 net.) 


Piruckxy Littte Patsy. By Nina Rhodes 
A little American girl is taken to live in 
an old English household; the experiences 
there of this little democrat are unusually 
interesting. (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Co., 
Joston. $1.00 net.) 


Tne Daytime Story Boox. By Ruth O 
Dyer. Any mother who wishes a collec- 
tion of such stories as small children like 
to hear will find what she is looking for 
in this collection. (Lothrop, Lee & Shep- 


ard Co., Boston. $1.00 net.) 
Buty Bunny ano His Frienps. By 
David Cory An especially attractive 





Christmas gift for youngsters. The ad- 
ventures of Billy Bunny and his friends, 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Wolf, Uncle Bullfrog and 
the rest, will make many thousands of 
hearts happy at this dark time of war 
(Doran, New York. $1.50 net.) 


Tuts Year’s Book ror Cuitpren. The 
sprightly stories for small children col- 
lected here, with the very charming il!us- 
trations in color and otherwise, make this 
just the gift you want for your very young 
friends. (Hodder & Stoughton, New 
York.) 


Littte Dott ScHoor. By 
Patten Beard. “An entirely new way for 
little girls to make happy afternoons.” 
Marjorie learns to play with dolls as if 
they were real human beings. Thirty 
photographic illustrations. (Doran, New 
York.) 


MARryJorie’s 


Aw Eskimo Rostnson Crusoe. By Roy 
J. Snell. A story of the adventures of an 
Eskimo lad, with vivid descriptions of the 
Arctic lands. Instructive as well as enter- 
taining (Little, Brown & Co., Boston 
$1.00 net.) 


toy Hoiipays in THE LovistANaA WILDs. 
By Andrews Wilkinson “An Uncle 
Remus of a New Kind”—so Uncle Jason 
of this plantation story is described. He 
tells wondrous tales, which are almost 
more than matched by the adventures of 
the boys themselves down on a Mississippi 
plantation. (Little, Brown & Co., Boston. 
$1.50 net.) 


Tue Inptan Drum. By William Mc- 
Harg and Edwin Balmer. A mystery story 
of northern Lake Michigan, with plenty of 
thrills for live imaginations. Mr. Roose- 
velt has commended this tale as being 
peculiarly American in type, and for that 
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An ideal gift 
(Little, 


finds “Santa Claus Land.” 
for both junior girls and boys. 
Brown & Co., Boston. $1.25 net.) 


American History For Litrte Forks, 
By Blaisdell and Ball. If you wish to in- 
struct your child in genuine history while 
he is still a youngster, here is the book for 
him. Well-fitted to the young mind. (Lit- 
tle, Brown & Co., Boston. 75 cts. net.) 


MotHer West Winp Srortes. By Thorn- 
ton W. Burgess. Those who have read 
Mr. Burgess’s good night stories in the 
magazines and city papers will need no 
introduction to him. He stands almost 
alone as an entertainer of small children. 
(Little, Brown & Co., Boston. $1.00 net.) 


Tue Twice American. By Eleanor M. 
Ingram. This is a familiar plot, but a 
story well told: how a poor man of 
large talents loves a New York young 
woman of high position, how he goes to 
South America and there “makes good” 
in the world of big business; returning 
to New York, of course, he wins the girl 
Good romance is always good, especially 
in war times. (Lippincott, Philadelphia 
$1.35 net.) 


Ir | Were Twenty-One. By William 
Maxwell. It would be difficult to find a 
better gift for a young man with busi- 
ness aspirations than this one. It is 
filled with good business—and life—ad- 
vice from a man who knows the busi- 
ness world and human nature world as 
few writers do. (Lippincott, Phila- 
delphia. $1.25 net.) 
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reason greatly worth reading ( Little, Through 
Brown & Co., Boston. $1.40.) 
DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOC ETY 
In Santa Craus’ House. By Florence 700 E. Fortieth Street :-: CHICAGO 
Irwin. The story of an orphan child who 
El Supremo.—White. A thrilling story of South America...... coccces eee 
History of the Great War—Conan Doyle. Vol. I. Every scholarly man will 
wish to possess this great history. Purchase Vol. I now........... $2.00 net 
Aspects of the Infinite Mystery—Gordon. A profoundly spiritual volume, 
I a i ge ee 90080006060 0000ee 
What the War Is Teaching.—Jefferson. One of the greatest books the war 
Te a ae a errr $1.00 net 
The Bible and Modern Life.—Cooper. A rich mine for ministers........... $1.00 
Applied Religion for Every Man.—Nolan Rice Best. For ministers who live 
Fg RRS REA re ee beensden benenees $1.00 net 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 700 E. 40th Street, Chicago 




















with Men. $1.00 net. 


Saved and Kept—F. B. Meyer. 








BOOKS ON EVANGELISM 
Recruiting for Christ—John Timothy Stone. Hand-to-Hand Methods 


The Real Billy Sunday—“Ram’s Horn” Brown. $1.00 net. 

The Soul-Winning Church—Len G. Broughton. 50c net. 

The How Book—Hudson. Methods of Winning Men. 50c net. 
Thirty-One Revival Sermons— Banks. 
Pastoral and Personal Evangelism—Goodell. $1.00 net. 
Revival Sermons—Chapman. $1.00. 
As Jesus Passed By—Addresses by Gipsy Smith. $1.00 net. 
Counsels to Young Believers. 


$1.00 net. 


50c net. 
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New Illinois State 
Evangelists Succeeding 


The Administration Committee of the 
Illinois State Board and the five 
evangelists who are at work in the state 
met in the Y. M. C. A. building at De- 
catur, Ill, a few days ago. The mem- 
bers of the committee are: S. H. Zendt, 
C. C. Carpenter, Edgar DeWitt Jones, 
John R. Golden and R. E. Henry. The 
five evangelists who have entered upon 
their task are: C. M. Wright, for the 
Northeastern District; Ward E. Hall, 
Northwestern; J. C. Mullins, East Cen- 
tral; O. C. Bolman, West Central, and R. 
H. Robertson, Southern. State Secre- 
tary H. H. Peters was present. Mr. 
Peters reports that the new plan is 
meeting with great favor throughout the 
state. The evangelists made encourag- 
ing reports. Some of them have meet- 
ings dated for three months in advance. 
Others are expecting to use the next two 
or three months in a visitation among 
the churches in the interest of the state 
offering. But everybody is active in the 
program. One of the members re- 
marked to the state secretary as they 
were walking away from the meeting 
place, “This meeting actually considered 
the problem of supporting the church. 
We are meeting the issues of our people 
as we never have before.” The offer- 
ings from th churches are not coming in 
as rapidly as the state office had ex- 
pected, but word is received from sev- 
eral churches almost every mail that the 
offering has been taken, but all of the 
money has not been collected. 


Eureka College Adds 
to Equipment 


The date for the dedication of the New 
Vennum Science Hall at Eureka College 
has been set for Dec. 19-21. This build- 
ing is already in use, and classes have 
been held in it since the beginning of this 
semester, but the building has not been 
complete throughout until now. This is 
one of the most complete and service- 
able science buildings to be found any- 
where. Only a few colleges in the 
country have buildings which compare 
favorably with it. The addition of Ven- 
num Science Hall, together with the new 
gymnasium and the new quarters for the 
library, gives Eureka College a complete 
and up-to-date equipment. It has 
doubled the efficiency of the institution. 
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Eureka College now has eight buildings 
on its campus, and five of them are used 
exclusively for college work. Other very 
important additions to the institution 
have been made possible by the Maude 
M. Stroud gift. Miss Maude Stroud died 
last year rather unexpectedly. She was 
a student in Eureka College at the time 
of her death. Before her death she ex- 
pressed a desire to give $2,000 to make 
the girls’ dormitory more beautiful and 
comfortable. This gift is being well 
used. 


Kirby Page to Return 
to Chicago 


Kirby Page, who is now touring the 
war countries with Sherwood Eddy, 
writes to Dr. Willett that he will prob- 
ably return to the University of Chicago 
for further study next October. Mr. 
Page is to sail with Mr. Eddy for Japan, 
China, Russia and France on January 17. 
It is not certain, however, that entrance 
can be made into Russia at that time. 
Mr. Page was minister of the Morgan 
Park church, Chicago, when studying at 
the university some time ago. 


* * * 


—State Secretary Peters, of Illinois, 
has opened a series of evangelistic meet- 
ings with the Webber Street Church of 
Urbana. This is one of the mission 
churches of the State Society and is hav- 
ing a substantial and encouraging 
growth. A new $10,000 church was dedi- 
cated a few months ago and the congre- 
gation has been quite thoroughly or- 
ganized along educational lines under the 
leadership of the pastor, Guy L. Zerby. 
The meeting is promising. 


—The men’s Bible class of Central 
Church, Dallas, Tex., recently enter- 
tained the old people of Harwood Hall, 
of the Benevolent Association’s Home. 


—Randolph County, Mo., sent its usual 
carload of donations this year to the 
Christian Orphans’ Home at St. Louis. 


—Charles E. Cobbey, pastor at First 
Church, Omaha, Neb., who has been 
serving in Y. M. C. A. war work at Camp 
Cody, at Deming, N. M., has returned to 
his pastoral post. He finds the work 


there in first class condition, due to the 
excellent supply service which George L. 
Peters has been giving it. 


The past year 
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has been the best one in missionary lines. 
While at Deming, Mr. Cobbey made 
three visits to El Paso, and on two occa- 
sions spoke to P. J. Rice’s congregation 
there. He states that Mr. Rice is doing 
fine work and is in high standing with 
the other ministers of the city. Nebraska 
has four of her Disciples ministers in 
Y. M. C. A. work for periods of from 
three to six months. These are: C, E. 
Lemmon, Hastings; Roy Deadman, Au- 
burn; Dan Troxel, Falls City, and H. H. 
Harmon, Lincoln. Others are going, 
Mr. Cobbey reports. 


—Graham Frank, of Dallas, Tex., has 
been selected by the Dallas Pastors’ As- 
sociation as a member of a _ general 
“Steering Committee” for the Billy Sun- 
day campaign soon to be promoted in 
the Texas city. 


—Norfolk, Va., church (First) is keep- 
ing busy at war service. The Surgical 
Dressing Committee of the church has just 
sent another box to France containing 
1,299 articles. This makes a total of 4,052 
articles sent in the past few months. C. 
M. Watson is the alert leader at Norfolk 
church. 


—There are approximately 4,500 
Christian Endeavor societies among the 
Disciples churches. It is considered 
probable that more new societies have 
been organized this year than in any 
previous year, there having been a net 
gain of about 500 societies. 


—J. J. Castleberry, who received his 
B. D. degree from Yale last June, has 
just closed a series of evangelistic serv- 
ices at Lawrenceburg, Ky., where Fred- 
erick F. Grim ministers. Mr. Grim writes 
that the meeting was one of the best in 
the history of the church, with large 
crowds present at the services and fifty- 
four persons added to the congrega- 
tion, 33 of these by confession of faith. 
A large number of the latter were heads 
of families and other adults. Mr. Grim 
speaks in praise of Mr. Castleberry’s 
“masterly sermons.” 


—H. W. Hunter, of the Wellington, 
Kan., church, writes that this church has 
been left out of the “Honor roll” reports 
of three of the national organizations— 
the National Benevolent Association, the 
Church Extension Board and the Board 
of Ministerial Relief. To these causes 
the Wellington congregation contribut- 
ed, respectively, $192, $25 and $25. Mr. 
Hunter wonders whether there is a com- 
bination to get this church “in bad.” The 
secretaries, however, all report that “we 
are sorry.” Mr. Hunter reports that the 
various gifts of the congregation to mis- 
sions and benevolences this year will 
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run up to $1,500. Five hundred dollars 
of this amount is paid to the C. W. B. M. 
for the support of V. C. Carpenter, one 
of the missionaries of this organization 
Twenty-four boys have gone out from 
the Wellington congregation to serve in 
the war for world democracy. They re- 
ceive letters from the congregation 
every week and will be well remembered 
on Christmas. The church to which Mr 
Hunter ministers supports a branch or- 
ganization on the east side of the town. 
Pastor Hunter had charge of the recent 
Red Cross drive for funds, and states 
that $55,000 was raised at Wellington, 
though only $45,000 was asked for by the 
national organization. 


-The church at Burgin, Ky., to which 
Prof. George W. Hemry ministers, has 
purchased real estate, looking forward 
to the building of additional Bible school 
rooms and a manse. Mr. Hemry deliv- 
ered the annual C. W. B. M. address at 
Danville, Ky., his subject being, “Wom- 
in, Maker of Garments.” 


Announcement is being made of an 
assembly for church and Bible school 
vorkers of Missouri and Kansas, to be 
held in June, 1918, at Long View Farm, 
which is the country home of R. A 
Long It is located on a_ beautiful 
stretch of land of 2,000 acres, not far 
rom Kansas City 


The A. C. M. S. has issued a leaflet 
entitled, “War Task: Plans for Mobiliz- 
ing the Bible Schools in War Activities.” 
Some of the important tasks mentioned 
are Red Cross, the Y. M. C. A., Food 
Administration, Armenian and Syrian 
Relief, the war emergency work of the 
4 Cc.M.S This leaflet may be secured 
from the American Society headquarters, 
Carew Bldg., Cincinnati, or from state 
and district secretaries 


The Endeavorers of the Southeast 
ern division are doing much for the sol- 
diers In Charlotte, N. C., the societies 
take Sunday about having charge of the 


Home Hour” at Camp Greene At 
Greenville, Spartanburg, Charleston, Co- 
lumbia, Augusta, Macon, Montgomery, 


Anniston, New Orleans, Hattiesburg, At- 
lanta, Chattanooga, Norfolk and at other 
points frequent socials are being held 
for the enlisted men The Endeavor 
Union of South Carolina has a War De- 
partment 


Chaplain Georges Lauga, the frater- 
nal delegate from the Federation of 
French Protestant Churches, who won 
so many admirers at the Kansas City 
convention, is reported seriously ill. He 
was taken ill at Denver and was obliged 
to go to a hospital for a serious opera- 
tion. The physicians pronounce him in 
need of a long and complete rest 


Dr. H. L. Willett addressed the Sun- 
day Evening Club of Chicago on last 
Sunday evening on “America and the 
World Crisis.” He will address the Con- 
gregational Union of Chicago next Mon- 
day evening on “The Pilgrims and the 
World Today.” 


Chas. L. Hays, of Eldora, Ia., writes 
interestingly of the work there He 
states that thirty-four boys and young 
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men of the Iowa State Training School 
nearby, have been baptized upon the 
confession of their faith, during the 
past summer; a separate roll is kept of 
these, as their homes are in various parts 
of the state. Dinners have been served 
them a number of times, and special en- 
tertainment provided them. . 
Thompson is pastor of the Eldora 
church. A meeting was held there dur- 
ing November by Clark W. Comstock, 
Northeast Iowa district evangelist, and 
nineteen members were added to the 
congregation 


—J. L. Tyner, of Walters, Okla., has 
resigned the work there to accept the 
pastorate at Salida, Colo. 


—The Christian Men Builders, a great 
Bible class of young men of Third 
church, Indianapolis, taught by Merle 
Sidener, a business man, is incorporat- 
ed, just as a business house, under the 
laws of Indiana. Sixty-eight of the mem- 
bers have been drafted into war serv- 
ice and those who were exempted have 
organized “The Active Squad,” with the 
view of better directing the helpful serv- 
ice which is being given the boys at 
the front and in the camps. 


-Two weeks ago a Greater Cincinnati 
Bible School rally was held at Central 
church in that city. Nineteen of the 
twenty-six Greater Cincinnati schools 
were represented. The largest number 
of persons present were from Norwood 
school, under Pastor C. R. Stauffer. H. 
B. Schulteis and Horace Kingsbury, the 
Ohio and Kentucky state leaders, made 
brief talks and Secretary R. M. Hop- 
kins gave an address on “A War-Time 
Program for the Bible School.”  Le- 
Roy M. Anderson, pastor of the New- 
port, Ky., school, was elected presi- 
dent of the association. 


~The last Sunday of November was 
set apart by the Corydon, Ind., Bible 
schools as a day for special offerings to 
the Armenian and Syrian Relief fund, 
and the Disciples church is reported to 
have led the schools in the offering, with 
$359.50 as its contribution. M. A. Cos- 
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saboom, the pastor at Corydon, expects 
to be in his new field at Gary, Ind., soon. 


—Education Day comes on the third 
Sunday in January, 1918. 


—Butler College gave over $2,000 to- 
ward the recently featured Y. M. C. A. 
campaign fund. it is reported that But- 
ler has an enrollment already this sem- 
ester of 402, exactly the same number 
of the entire semester last year. Consid- 
ering the fact that the school has sent 
out sixty-three of its men either to mili- 
tary or naval service, this is a good in- 
crease. This year there are 275 women 
and 127 men in attendance; last year the 
figures were 229 women and 173 men. 


—Geo. W. Brewster, now serving as 
state Bible school secretary in Califor- 
nia, will give at least one-fourth of his 
time from now on to California, North. 


—W. T. Barbre has led the Sheridan, 
Ind., church in a successful campaign by 
which an indebtedness of $7,000 has been 
lifted from the church. 


—D. G. Dungan is the new pastor at 
\Vorthington, Ind. 


—E. S. Bledsoe, of Temple, Texas, has 
accepted a unanimous call to the work at 
Hillsboro, same state, and J. N. Wooten, 
of Paris, Texas, will succeed him at Tem- 
ple. Over half of the congregation at 
Temple has come in during the five 
years’ ministry of Mr. Bledsoe. His 
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congregation asked him by unanimous 
vote to remain in this field. 


—On December 2-4 there was held at 
Joplin, Mo., a laymen’s convention, un- 
der the auspices of the Laymen’s Mis- 
sionary Movement, and among the 
speakers were Secretary Bert Wilson 
and C. M. Yocum, of the Foreign So- 
ciety. 


_—The Christian Endeavor societies of 
Central church, Des Moines, Ia, have 
sixty-one of their men in war service. 


—J. Ray Fife, pastor at Sixth church, 
Indianapolis, was assisted in a recent 
evangelistic series by R. Paul Arnold, 
singer and leader. 


—Miss Mary Kelly, missionary to 
China, and a member of the board of 
Gingling college, a union college for the 
higher education of women at Nanking, 
recently gave an address on missions at 
Marion, O., church. 


—Ex-Governor George W. Clarke, of 
lowa, gave the address at the rally day 
this year at Central church, Des Moines. 
More than 800 persons were present at 
this service, and there was an offering of 
$119. 

—Fifty men of the Council Bluffs, Ia., 
church have their names on the new hon- 
or roll recently placed in position by the 
pastor, C. O. Stuckenbruck. 

—H. O. Pritchard, of Eureka College 
spoke at First church, Springfield, IIl., 


THE 


the first Sunday of the month. No pas- 
tor has yet been selected for this work, 
a local paper reports. 


—Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Hedges, re- 
turned missionaries from Bolenge, 
Africa, recently spoke in the pulpit of F. 
Lewis Starbuck, at Howett Street, 
Peoria, Il. 


—Ex-Governor Charles S. Deneen, of 
Illinois, spoke at a patriotic service at 
Jackson Boulevard church, Chicago, on 
last Sunday. On this occasion a service 
flag containing forty-six stars was raised 
to position. There was a military band 
in attendance as one of the features. 


—Ira L. Parvin, of Niagara Falls, N. 
Y., church, spoke at Taylorville, Ill, the 
last Sunday of November, with view to 
considering the pastorate there, made va- 
cant by the departure of W. S. Rounds 
for the Yale School of Religion. 


—F. W. Emerson, pastor at First 
church, Ontario, Can., has gone to work 
in a cannery; his earnings from this la- 
bor will be turned over to the Armen- 
ian-Syrian Relief fund. 


—F. Lewis Starbuck, of Howett 
Street church, Peoria, Ill., has been elect- 
ed president of the northwestern mis- 
sionary district of the state. The other 
officers are F. H. DeVol, of Walnut, and 
Cc. C. Carpenter, of Princeton, respective- 
ly vice-president and secretary-treasurer. 


—The church at Jerry City, O., H. F. 
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Weatherbee, minister, dedicated a new 
house of worship on November 25. State 
Secretary Cahill was master of cere- 
monies and raised over $3,000, amply 
providing for all obligations. 


—Edgar D. Jones, upon the occasion 
of his recent visit in Cleveland, heard 
Newell Dwight Hillis, the Brooklyn 
preacher, tell the story of his remarkable 
investigations of German atrocities on 
the European battlefields. 


—G. D. Hargis, of the Kenney, IIL, 
church, has resigned this work and has 
gone to Battle Creek, Mich., in the in- 
terest of his health. 


—Homer E. Sala, of Central church, 
Peoria, Ill., as president of the city min- 
isterial association, led in the series of 
union meetings recently held in Peoria 
by the Riley-Maxwell evangelistic com- 
pany. More than 700 accessions to the 
churches are reported as a result of the 
effort. Mr. Sala is following the union 
services with a home force meeting at 
Central church. 


—The Sharon, Pa., church has decided 
to become a living link by undertaking 
the support of a missionary in Africa, 
at an expense of $600 per year. On Jan- 
uary 6, R. J. Bennett, pastor at Shar- 
on, will begin a meeting, with J. W. 
Marshall as evangelist. Mr. Bennett’s 
pastoral services are appreciated by his 
congregation, as is evident from a re- 
cent increase in his salary. 








for 


Current Expenses. 


ities and Bequests. 


HOW 


PENSIONS of $500 


Per Year are to be Provided 


MINISTERS and MISSIONARIES: 


1. By each Minister paying 1/5 the cost in 
annual dues according to his age. 

2. By each Church paying at least 6% on what it 
expends for Preaching as a part of its Necessary 

Until it begins to do this, of 

course it will give all it can on the Old Basis. 


3. By individuals giving all they can directly and in Annu- 

















Pastors. 


One of the Church’s Biggest and Most Vital Tasks 


CAN WE CELEBRATE OUR 
KING’S BIRTHDAY BETTER 


than by making Gifts of Love to His Veteran Ministers 
on the Lord’s Day before Christmas in CHURCH 
and HOME and BIBLE SCHOOL ? 


The roll of 160 names includes some of our 
First Missionaries, Greatest Evangelists, 
Grandest Pioneers and most Devoted 
Last year 1,378 Churches gave 
from 30c to $600; 344 Bible Schools 
from 50c to $144; 210 Individuals 
from 50c to $250. Decide Where 
You Belong and Get in Line. 


BOARD OF 
MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


106 E. Market St. 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
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F. M. Rains in the Southland 


It has been my delight to spend Novem- 
ber in the South attending six state con- 
ventions and visiting four churches. The 
conventions were those of North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama and Mississippi. Among the 
many impressions the month’s experience 
has brought to me, I mention the follow- 
ing : 

1. There is an exceptionally delightful 
fellowship in these conventions. The 
cordial spirits, the warm friendships, the 
earnest, spiritual life and the oneness of 
aim and purpose, all combine to create an 
atmosphere in which the missionary thought 
and feeling grows. The attendance is not 
large, but representative. The agents of 
the general societies receive a hearty wel 
come, and an attentive and responsive hear- 


ing The convention managers feel that 
all our general interests are their inter- 
ests, and that by giving attention to them 


they make vital their local work and 


quicken the life of the local churches 


» Our churches are making a constant 
nd substantial growth in all the southern 
tates. New houses are being built; old 
debts are being cancelled, the membership 


is increasing; new churches are being or- 


ganized, and more of them are engaging 
all-time” preaching, than in any former 
period. Never in the history of our people 


churches better prepared for an 


ince move. The salaries of the min- 
isters are being increased in many cases, 
ind there are other evidences of their ap- 


preciation of those who labor with them 
in word and teaching. You can usually 
measure the spirit and character of a 
hurch by the way in which it treats its 
minister 


he churches are blessed with a 
plendid class of growing, resourceful, en- 


rprising and spirit-filled preachers. They 
ire doing a constructive, abiding service 
a class, they are reading good books, 


ind ti 


ey are inspired with high aims. They 
ire bending their efforts along three dis- 


tinctive lines—the conversion of the world, 
the up-building of saints, and the union of 
believers. The number of long pastorates 
is increasing. A permanent ministry helps 
to imsure growing, useful and permanent 
churches. Such ministry develops the mis- 
ionary conscience and helps to hasten the 


ersion of the world 


1. The 


ention to 


more at- 
Sunday 


churches are giving 
modern, up-to-date 





Century Subscribers! 
FORM THE HABIT 


Of Watching the Date Opposite 
Your Name on Your Wrapper! 


F the date is, for example, Jun 17— 
I that means that your subscription 

has been paid to June 1, 1917. 
Within two weeks from the time you 
send a remittance for renewal, your 
date should be set forward. This is 
all the receipt you require for subscrip- 
tion remittances 1 the date is not 
changed by the third week, or if it is 
changed erroneously, notify us at once 


WATCH YOUR DATE! 


The Christian Century 
700 E. 40th Street, Chicago 








school methods. Here I note marked im- 
provement on every hand. Much of this 
improvement is no doubt due to the whole- 
some influence of Homer Cooke and C. E. 
Pickett. They give their time to the 
schools in the Southland, and they are 
popular and industrious and speak the last 
word on Sunday-school efficiency. The 
schools are larger, better organized and 
more liberal. They foster every good 
cause and are the nursery of the world- 
wide missionary propaganda. 


5. The influence of the cantonments or 
training camps is widespread, and, on the 
whole, is wholesome. Their presence in 
the south has really helped to clean up 
some cities and communities that have not 
been immaculate. These young men are 
intelligent, sober, clean and of high aims, 
and are working hard. Great numbers are 
here from Ohio and other northern states, 
and among them are hundreds of Disciples, 
or young men raised in Disciple families 
Our churches and preachers are doing 
what they can to make these young men 
feel at home. The preachers are doing a 
real pastoral work among them. Our peo- 
ple need help in this task. The A. C. M. S. 
ought to receive the $100,000 proposed for 
this special work at once. 


Now is the time to plant model churches 
in all this region. 


FF. M. Rarns, Secretary 


CENTURY 


Report for the First Two Months 


The report for October and Novem- 
ber Bible School offerings to the Amer- 


ican Christian Missionary Society is 
most encouraging. Last year the total 
receipts were $4,053.07; this year the re- 
ceipts are $5,577.06, a gain of $1,523.99, 
or more than 334%. 

Kentucky leads with $1,803.39, while 
Indiana shows the largest gain, $288.96. 
Ohio, Colorado, Florida, Michigan, Ne- 
braska, Texas and Washington also 
show fine gains, while only one state, 
Virginia, has made a serious shrinkage 
in this offering. 

The Kansas City Convention set the 
aim of the Bible schools for Home Mis- 
sions this year at $100,000. The fields de- 
mand it and in addition the war task 
laid upon the Bible School Department 
of the American Society must be cared 
for in this single offering. While the 
men fight to make the world safe for 
democracy, we must fight to make de- 
mocracy safe for the men. 

These early reports indicate that a 
large number of our best schools have 
gone over the top. Every school should 
get its offering in this month without 
delay. When the receipt is returned, a 
copy of the War Task will be included. 

Send all Bible school offerings for na- 
tion wide missionary Bible school service 


to 
Rost. M. Hopxtns, Bible 
School Secretary, A. C. M. S., 
Carew Bldg., Cincinnati, Ohio. 








| 
ee 
_ 








y¥ A A 
Sea 
= 
m 
=. 
=. 
ocd 
Pt =] 
Se 


wa te ee 





“The Most Beautiful Hymnal Ever Produced in the American Church” 


Hiram College’s Estimate 


Send Today for information as to prices, returnable copy, etc. 
Published by 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY PRESS 


700 EAST 40TH STREET, CHICAGO 


President Miner Lee 
» Bates says: 


“For a year we have 
been using Hymns of the 
United Church in our 
daily chapel. We have 
found it by far the most 
satisfactory book we have 
ever used. It is a mis- 
take to suppose that 
young people do not care 
for the great hymns. No 
other book has been so 
popular with our stu- 
dents. Its unusual rich- 
ness in hymns of patriot- 
ism, service, brotherhood, 
social aspiration, conse- 
cration and worship an- 
swers precisely to the 
need and spirit of our 
times.”’ 
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HONOR ROLLS 


Printed on hea cardboard in 
red, white, and blue, with spaces 
for twenty-seven names. (No. 27.) 

These will be furnished with or 
without frames. . 

We have had repeated calls for 
an Honor Roll to cover more than 
27 names so that we have now 
added a new roll with space for 27 
names in the front and 43 names on 
the back, or altogether (back and 
front) 60 names. This roll is 
mounted on heavy board and can 
be hung up by cord attached. (No. 60.) 

The single roll of 43 names can 
be had for those already having the 
27 name roll, at 75 cents each, post- 
paid; unmounted. (No. 43.) 

Those desiring a Framed Roll for 
60 names should order No. 2743, 
which consists of No. 27 and No. 
43, framed one above the other. 

A new framed roll for 110 names 
with two-inch frame in golden oak, 
black, or mahogany finish, may al- 
so be had. (No. 110.) 

PRICE LIST 

No. 27 (27 names), $1.25, prepaid; 
unmounted. 

No. 43 (43 names), 75 cents, pre- 
paid; unmounted. 

No. 60 (60 names), $1.50, prepaid; 
unmounted. 

No. 27 (27 names), $3.00, prepaid; 
framed in oak, black, or mahogany. 

No. 2743 (60 names), $4.50, pre- 
paid; framed in oak or black. 

No. 2743 (60 names), $6.00, pre- 
paid; framed in mahogany. 

No. 110 (110 names), $6.00, pre- 
paid; framed in oak or black. 

No. 110 (110 names), $7.50, pre- 
paid; framed in mahogany. 

Disciples Publication Society, 

706 E. 40th St., Chicago. 








Baptismal Suits 


We can make prompt shipments. 
Finest quality and most 
Order by 


Order Now. 
fatisfactory in every way. 
size of boot. 


Disciples Publication Society 
700 E. 40th St. 


Chicago, Ill. 








CHURCH TREASURER’S BOOKS 


Meyer's Paramount Duplex Al bet- 
Church Treasurer’s ord. 
Arranged for weekly payments for 
the Duplex system of numbered en- 
velopes. Names are recorded alpha- 
betically, mumerically, or both. 
Size, 8%x1ll. No. 1, space for 208 
names, $1.50; No. 2, space for 304 
names, $2.00; No. 3, for 512 names, 
$2.75; No. 4, for 832 names, $3.50; 
No. 5, for 1,024 names (without in- 
dex), $4.00. 

——- Paramount Alphabetical 

urch Treasurer’s Account Book. 

For weekly, monthly and quarterly 

payments by the envelope system. 

Records subscribers alphabetically 

or by number. No. 1, space for 320 

names, $1.25; No. 2, for 640 names, 
; No. 3, for 960 names, 

Biler’s Church Treasurer’s Record. A 
standard book that is very simple 
and practical. No. 1, 200 subscrib- 
ers, for one year, or 100 for two 
years, $1.50 postpaid; No. 2, 500 
subscribers. for one year, or 280 for 

stpaid. 


two years, $2.50 po 


Dis-ip'es Publication Society 
700 E. Fortieth St. Chicago 
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Kent and Madsen Maps 





A New Series of Historical 
' Maps “ 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes and Individ- 
ual Students 
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Because of the combined attractiveness, ac- 
curacy, adaptability, compactness and 
cheapness of these maps, the series should 
find a place promptly in the classrooms of 
every progressive Sunday School. 

The maps, both in detail of drawing and coloring, 
are superb, Size, about 17 inches. Not 
sold separately. Complete set mounted on 
wooden roller, to fiton music stand tripod. 
The low price of $5.00 includes maps, tripod, 
boxing and delivery charges in contimenta) 
United States. 


a PUBLICATION SOCEITY 


East Fortieth Street, 
CHICAGO 











We specialize in 


STUDIES FOR ADULT 
AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
CLASSES 


Write us, requesting us to send return- 
able samples of our texts for 
such classes 








DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
700 East Fortieth Street :-: CHICAGO 














700 E. 4oth St., $ 
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'¥rom the latest explorations and discoveries 
This grand set of six Maps consists of 

the following: 
New Testament Palestine — Old Test- 
alestin: Empire 


Testament — The Exodus, 
Egypt to Canaan — Ancient Jerusalem. 

Printed on linen finish cloth in 6 colors 
gize 19x27. Mour.ted on folding steel 
stand can be raised, lowered or turned in 
any direction on the revolving frame so the 
largest classes can see them, being on a 
line with the faces of Scholars when seated. 
Making them the most practical Helps in 
Btudent and Class Wor When not in 
use can be easily folded up Frice $3.50 
net and for 30c extra will be sent prepaid 
to any Express ofiice. Sintie maps of the 
above sent prepaid on receipt of 60 cents. 





Similer to abov on a larger Scale are 
S Edlers Sunday School Mapson a very strong 
Revolving Aujustabie Steel Stand about 
6 fect hich, 36x48 to 36x57 on linen 
fin’ joth = These Five thoroughly up 
to date Maps ‘onsist of the following 

New Testament lalestine,—Old Testament 


Palestine, —i.oman empire ard bible Lands, 
ehowing Pau!; Traveis by Colored lines .-— 
Lands of the Old Testament, freca the 
Great Sea, to the Persian Guif —The 
Exodus, Egypt, showing by Colored lines 


the wenderings of the Isremtites. Price of 
anv circle Maps $1.00 

On account of its portability, this Stand 
an! Maps ere the most heipful aids in 
teaching Bible pimory. — ~~ errors 
in ordering. specify Eilers Llaps on Revoivin 
Steel Stand Price $6.50 will be sen 
prepaid to anv Express office for 60 cents 
additional. 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
Chicago, Ill. 








THE BEST SCORE BOARD 


Framed in Solid Oak with durable one-piece back. All cards have a jet black 
background. The names of months, days of the week and dates 1 to 31 are printed 
in red. All other &igures and wordings appear in white. All cards are 2% inches 


in height. 


THESE BOARDS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES. 


PRICE 
Mo. 2—Sise 45x32 inches; 12 


LIST, NOT PREPAID 
strips, 20 sets of figures, 94 words, eto., $12.50 


Se ane eres inches: 18 strips, 30 sete of figures, 94 words, eto., 15.00 


Mo. 1—Size 30x31 inches 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 


figures, 30 words, etc., 10.00 


sets of 
Send for complete description. 


700 E. 40th Street, CHICAGO 























‘‘Songs for Little People’’ 
For Beginners and Primary 
Departments and the Home. 

75 Cents, Postpaid 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
700 East 40th Street t-8 CHICAGO 








Send for Our Booklet 


“Tools for Sunday School Work” 


A Catalog of Helpful Books on All 
Phases pe j Sunday School Work. 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
700 E. Fortieth Street t-3 
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SEND FOR OUR CATALOG OF 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
MERCHANDISE 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
700 E. Fortieth Street t-5 CHICAGO 




















Our Special Christmas Offer 


The last chance to obtain the famous H. & S. Library of Standard Religious Books by the best 
modern authors at a fraction of the original price. All of the books listed below were originally 
sold at $1.00, $1.25 and $1.50. All are well printed, strongly bound in cloth and average 400 pages. 


These Remarkable Books at 25c Each (While They Last) 


Postage, if sent by mail, 10c additional 
by Willis d c- Jesus Christ and the Civilization 
Verbum Crusis, by William Alex ~e a 


ander 
The Motherhood of God, by Lu- der Leighton. 
ther Aibert Banks Burst Bombs The City with Foundations, by 
Bible Studies in the Old Testa- Prof. John yg ee . 
ment, by Henry Ward Beecher wee The Heritage o e Spirit an 


Representative Modern Preach- Other Sermons, by Mandell, 
ers, by Lewis O. Brastow : Bishop of Peterborough. 


The Modern Pulpit, by Lewis O y God’s Words to His Children, by 
farstow ee George MacDonald, LL.D. 


he Crisis of Morals, by Harold ey aes The Holy Land in Geograph 
Begbi« meds hes and History, by Townsen 


Science and Christianity, by F OY bi fhe M: acCoun, M.A 
Bettex a ted Christ Is All, by Rt. Rev. Hand- 
The Epistle of James, by R. W Oe ley C. G. Moule. 
Jesus Christ and the Christian 
me Death of Christ, by Rev . : ' Character, by Francis Green- 
James Denney, D. D wood Peabody. 
vis aan by T. H. Darlow Heroes and Martyrs of Paith, by 
A Guide to Preachers, by lrin- : Prof. A. 8. Peake. 
cipal A. E. Garvie ( : Christian Paith in an Age of 
Studies on the Epistles of St. , Science, by Prof. William 
Paul, by Prof. F. Godet ’ i North Rice. 
The Religion of the Son of a i= hen Aapocts of Christ, by Principal 
Man, by E. . t Sy B. Selbie. 
The Mind of Christ in St. Paul, The Knowledge of God and 
yy J. G. Greenbough Other Sermons, by Lord Bishop 
: of Wakefield. 


m4 Hours in God's Older Pic- 
ture Galley, by J } Green Miracles and Christianity, by 
Prof. J. Wendland. 


boug? 

The Preacher: His Person, Mes- The Creation Story in the Light 
sage and Methods, by Prof of To-day, by Charles Wenyon. 
Arthur S. Hoyt Pollowing on to Know the Lord, 

From Epicurus to Christ, by by Basil Wilberforce. 
res. William De Witt Hyde Bre peaking Good of His Name, by 

Reconstruction in Theology, by . y . Basil Wilberforce. 

Pres. Henry Churchill King a Sensational Drive in Silver Chains: Meditations; De- 

Theology and the Social Con- Big Book Ba rSatms votional and Expositary, by 


sciousness, by Henry C. King Dinsdale T. Young 


Send for the large catalogue of books (see cover above) showing how you 
can obtain a marvelous collection of books at greatly reduced prices. 





A Vast Storehouse of Biblical Knowledge 


Column Pages THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA BIBLICA ‘Ordinary Books 


It is a Critical Dictionary of the Literary, Political and Religious History of the Archaeology, Geography, 
and the Natural History of the Bible 





General Editors 
T. K. Cueyne, D. D., Oriel Professor of the Interpretation of Holy Scripture at Oxford University, for- 
merly Fellow of Balliol College, Canon of Rochester. 
UTHERLAND Brack, LL. D., Formerly Assistant Editor of the “Encyclopedia Britannica,” Assisted by One Hun- 
lred Contributors in America, Great Britain and Eur ope. 
imported and Printed on India Bible Paper 
First edition issued for four quarto volumes at $20.00 a set. 
Issued without abridgement in one volume, printed from the same plates and occupying one-quarter the 
space of original edition at less one-fifth the original price 


An Extraordinary Price for December of $3.50 Delivered 


Chis remarkable price is made possible through special arrangements made previous to the great increase 
in cost of paper and other manufacturing material. 


After January Our Regular Price of This One Volume Edition Will Be $6.00 Act Today and Save $2.50 











. P. S—Your credit is good. . . Ministers may select books 
Christmas Catalogues amounting to $10.00 or over on payment of 20 per cent. cash with Annual Clearance Sale 


sent free on request their orders and an agreement to send us the balance due in three of Religious Books 
equal monthly payments. This allows you the use of the books at starts January 1 
mce and three months to pay for them 


19 W. Jackson St. THE PILGRIM PRESS Chicago 




















